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Ne they count it  pheaſare : to riot an, 
E 85 day- time, 2 Pet. 2. 13. 14. But what _ 
A will they do when the ax 18 fer tched out? 4 


| The tres; whoſe gibt Side erb, is rec- 
* hon” a. tree without fruit, a tree twice 
dead, nd. one that. . be Plucked ap; ” | 
be roots, Jude I.. N 8 4 
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ve church and: a profeſs 50 on EY 1. 5 ? 
2 places for the wupri gbr, But dhe worſt in 
the world 22 the cumber-ground : 'be auf - 
be caſt, as Profuns, aut of the mbunt 7 
60D, Caft,*1 fay, over the" walt* of +. 
the vineyard; there” to wither: -Fhanite "i to © 
be gathered and Burned. I. had been 507. . i 
ter for them that they had not known" tb 
way of righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 2 1. Aud I 4 
Det if they had not, they had be damm. 
ed; but it is better. to go to "bell avithaith, 7, 
than in, or from under a profeſſion: theſs 
Hall receive greater damnation, | Tube 
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IS ar be a th for, read and a treble. 
x thou be profane, do fo likewiſe. For, 
if the righteous ſcarceiy be ſaved, where 
q fall the Mg and _ Ae, 45 
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Munber ound, tale beed 9 5 the a; 7 Bar- 1 
"ren Fi tre, beware of the fire. . 
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bee, and dung thee, that theu mayſi bear 
fruit ; that when the Lard of the wines 8 
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0 come {eg e oe on, 1, this dg tres 
Fuad none: cut it down, why 8 th 

ee ? And he anſwering, ſaid, Lord, let it 
| this. year alſo, until I fall dig about, and dung 
it; and if ir beat fruit, well, and ii 
"hs that, thou. bake Guy it gown, / 5 05 
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1. e be ning. of f this. chapter. _ 
I ſome of che jews came to 


tell him of the cruclty of Pontius Plate, 


the blood of * Gablcage ink. when & 


E 2 he's ol Fs, teache th ripe 
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abet | hedatecpefitanes they ſhould all likewiſe pe- | 
$2. — "likewiſe, that is, by-the-hand and rage of the 
- pay empire; neither ſhould they be more able 
o avoid the ſtroke, than were thoſe Eighteen upon 
..* whontthe rower of” Sifoam fell, and flew them, 

-Luke, 19..42, 43. 44, The fulfilling of which pro- 
phecy, for their hardneſs of heart, and impeniten- 
cy, was in the days of Titus, ſon of Veſpaſian, a- 
| Er: after che death of Chriſt. Then, 

were. thefe Jews, and their city, both envi- 

roned round on every ſide, wherein both they and 
it, to amazement, were miſerably overthrown. God 
F * 7 them ſword and famine, peſtilence and blood. 
for their outrage againſt the fpn of his loge. So 
Wrath came on them to 7 neg 1 Theſſi · N 
lonians 2. 16. 
3 Now, to pterent eit ic old aud fooliſh ſalve, 
F which they always had in readineſs againſt ſuch 
* 2 od denunciations of judgment, the 
"MW Jeſus = pq them with in this parable, in 
* ker Hes -emphatically-ſlitws-them, that their 'cry 
ok bring the thinple 'of the Lord, and of their be- 
ig the children of Abraham, &. and their being 
the chureb of God; it Would not ſtabd them in a- 
ny dad, As who ſhould lay, it may be, * think 
„0 help yo ſelves agaitiſt this my prophecy of your 
_- Utter and dhavoidable overthrow, by the intereſt 
Which you have in your” outward: privfieges'; but 
all theſe will fail you ; for what think you? A | 
certain man had 4 55 8 in his 7 2 
And lie came aud fought fruit thereon, and fou . 
done. Tunis is your cafe; the Jewiſh 2 
Vie perd, 1 Uno it, and How alfo, that Yu,; = - 
dhe g trees. Böt behold, there wanteth the main 
ching, wich-is fruit: for che fake, and in "expees._ 
| *tation'of anten, he ſet yo ho eye? -with' trees. 

Now, ſceing the” friſt is. not food amongit „„es, 
Trait; 1 Jay, or the fakgnty en he digg _ 
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t, this N has remains, but "that i 2. 
quftice, he mmand” to cut you down, as thoſe, | ; 
| Uh camber t e ground, , that he may plant umſelf 1 
another vineyard? Then, ſaid hie to the dreſſer of 
bis vineyard, Behold, theſe three years! come ſeck-" | | 
ing fruit on this fig "tree, and find none; cut it 
down, why cumbereth'it the grouod? This there- 
fore mult be your end, although you are-planted iin 
the garden of Cod; for the barrenneſs and u- 
_ frairfulneſs of your heärts and lives, yon mult 4 
eut off, Fea. rooted up, 15 calt e che 1 3 
ard. 5 gry, 3 
YN In parables" thore are ewo thibgs to be taken o- 4 
tice of, and to be inquired 1 into of them = read...” 

EA een ; 2 
Firſt, The metaphors made uſe! of. © 
"Secargly, The dctrine, or eilen ces, 

under fuch. metaphors. + ; | 
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The wetaphors in this parable 270 71 Is A . 4 
teig Man. 2: A vineyard. 3. A fig tree, 11 4 
or fronleſs: 4. A dreſſer. 15 Three: e 6. A 
Digging and dunging, &c. 3 
"The doctrine or myſtery, bub vader thefe® 4 
words, is to ſhew us, what is like to become of 2 q 
. fruitleſs or formal. profeſſor. | For, „ 
I. By the man in the parable, Luke it 5+ Ik i., 4 
meant God the father. | 
2. By the vineyard, Iſa. 5. 7. his church,” 
3. By the fig tree, a profeſſor, * 

4. By the drefler, the Lord jeſus. 4 
5. By the bg tree's bartenneſs, the profelaey! I 
Y frajdleſaefs; - 

6. By the rer years, the patient · of God at 
for a time he extenderh to barren profeſſors; 
7. This calling to the dreſſet of the yineyard 10 A 
= cht it down, is to ſhew the outeries of RE a” 4 
x" K e 1 gat : 3 
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8. The drefſer's intercecding „is to WORN 8 
EF the Eord ſeſus ſteps in, and takes hold of ihe bead 
of bis father's Ax, © to ſtop, or at leaſt to defer N 
* nt execution on 2. barren fig-jree. 
9. The drefſer's deſire to try to make the ig 
I * tree fruitful, is to how. you, how unwilling he 9 
that e barren ſig tree mould yet be harren. 
ri 
Rh . digging about ir, and:daoging af 3 it, is to· 
* his willingacſs to apply goſpel helps. to this.” 
| barren profeſſor, if happily he may be fruitful. 
. Ex. The ſuppoſition that the fig tree may vet: 
*contigue fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that when.Chrift Je-, 
| ſos hath done all, there are ſome profeſſors will a- 
| bide barren and fruitleſs. We 
42. The determination upon this ſuppoſition, ; at 
lat to cut it down, is a certain prediction of ſoch. 
profeffors unavoidable and eternal-damnation. 
But to take this parable into pieces, and to diſ>- 
courſe more particularly, N web TOO OD, 


upon all the parts thereof. 


| A certain man. e tree. een i rine-- | 


The man, 1 Ry EE is to 1 to as Gd the: 
Fg by which: fimilitude he i is often ſet. out in. 
2 New Teſtament. 12 

Obſerve then, that it is ao new thine if you. fiod: 
in God's church barren fig trees, fruitleſs profeſ- 

| ſors ; even as here you ſee is a tree, a-fruitleſs tree, 
| a fruitleſs. fig · tree in the vineyard.. Fruit is not 
1 T9 eafly brought forth, as a proſeſſion is got into; 
= tis caly for a. man. to cloath bimſelf with a fair 5 
e in the fleſh, to word it, and ſay, Be t SRL 
= warmed and filled with the beſt, Ti no hard. 
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Wthiog to do theſe with other things; but to b 
| Y ma to 9 eee thi doth abr 3 
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| their God; they ask of me the ordinances. of julk⸗ jul 
ice, they take delight! in approaching to God; 
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« 1 
ere tree: no not 3975 $26 tree 1 5 | 
_ videyard of God, . Thoſe Fond allo, Takes 182 4 
Every branch in ine that beateth not fruit, he takx 
eth away, aſfert the fame thing. There arg braach- 4 
es ia Chriſt, in Chriſt's body myſtical” (whichss 4 
his church, his vine yard) that bear not. fruit, w whe 
Fore, the Hand: of God: is to take them; Way. 
looked for grapes, and'it brought forth wild g 8 
114. EL nes no fruit at all that is Lon 5 
With God: © Again, Hof. 18. 1. Ifrael is an. empty 
vine, ne bring b forth fruit unto himſelf, none to 
God, he is witliout fruit to God. All theſe, Win 
many more, thew us the troth of the obſervation, *! 
and that God's. church may be cumbered with om, 4 
lels bg 2 with barrgn. rent 


85 Altbesgd W be in God's cliorch that be bar- 2 
ren and fruitleſs 5 yet, as I ſaid, iv ſee 10, they. : 
are like the reſt bÞ the. trees, even a hg Tee > twas 
not an oak, nor 4 willow, nor a thorn, no Abram» |} 
ble, but a be ties ti ee „ Eck, 33. 31. They come be- 
fore thee as thy People cometh, Ia. 58. 2, 3.4 
They delight to know my ways, as a nation that 
did rightedoloels, and forſook not the e f 


yet but barren, fruitleſs, and unprofitable profel- 1 
ors: Judas alſo was one of the twelve, a diſciple, an 
_ a preacher, an officer, yea, and ſuch an 
one as none of the eleven miſtru ed. but preferred 
beſote themſelves, each. one crying out, Is n 1? 
1s it 12 Mark 14, 19, None of them as we read 
of, (John 6. 70.) miſtruſtidg Judas, yet be in 

Chrilt's eye, was the barren fig tree, a: devil, 4 
fruitleſs prafeſſor. The fooliſu virgins alſo went 
- fon th of * world with the 5 — "I and 
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light, were. awakened- with the PREY ＋ 
3 ve Finns to go forth, when the midnight er 


5 could have looked Chriſt i io. the tace, when be ſat 
ä 5700 the. throne of judgment. with the other and 
bur” ſooliſp, but barren fig trees, but 19 


' Silt ſay unto me in that day, this and that, and w 

iso talk of many wonderful works; ; yer, behold, 

be fads nothing 1 in them, but the f. ruits of ugrigh- 

E teouſhcſs: the) were VE. ka = . 
9255 RT. roi 
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| ou 4 * Had a FP tree el. T 
} Tuts e doth alſo reach i; it gt 
. 2 one taken out of its natural ſoil, or removed . 
| from the place it grew in once; one that ſeemed 
to be called, awakened ; and not only ſo but by 


w4 


* ag 


; þ Nrong hand; carried from the world to the church; 


YL from nature to grace; from ſm to godlineſs. Pſal. 
didſt caſt out the heathen, and plant it. Of ſome 
of the branches of this vine, were there unfruitful 
-profcffors, 5 


ſor (that remaineth notwithſtanding. fruitleſs) is, 


brought in thither; to wit, by confeſſion of faith, 


80. 8. Thou brovghteſt a vine out of Egypt; thou: 


Was made, with the other; . and thought that they 2 


Pen Mien 7.22, 23. Many (faith Chriſt mm | 
1 


It mult be coneluded "FM, that this profeſ- - Ss 


as to the viewand judgment of the church, rightly 


F 'of fin, and a ſhew of repentagce and regeneration, 


they ſhould abide in the garden, and counteth. 


ght of God, they are graceleſs profelſers, N 
1 fraitleſs ſig trees. 


= ee is one thing to be in dhe church, . 


. 5 
5 1 * * PR - + 


| "(thus falſe brethren creep in unawares.) All theſe 
things this word Planted int mateth; yea, further, 
that the church is ſatisßed with then conſents 


4 them ſound as the reſt. But before God. in the 


ME 
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| is a pr rofcſon; and 3 to hn ahe de 


planted, Thalfir proſper? Shall it not utterly wilier, 
the furtows where it re u, Ezck, 17510. 1 Bats... I 


4 | 


| are not afraid: 
| Vos for i ſuggeſt anto us, a prodigious | Kind. | 


E true knowledge of God, to croud himſelf ii in that 
male profelfion of, and deſite that the Pee of WE, 3 
gion of Jeſus. Chrilt, that man hath, as it were, p 
the name of God upon himſelf, and 1 is called 5 


reckoned now (how fruitleſs ſo ever before God uA 
| men). the man that bath to do with God, the mag 4 


natural, l mean men that have not got the denim. 
And of the reſt durſt no man Join himſelf t to em, 


3 diſpleaſeth God ; they have brought, ab 
be, men uncircumciſed into my ſanQuary. And 


fore me, who hal required this at. your hand, 


©, | + Cy —— | 
f * e 7 . 4 2 
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and to Are to that kingdom, that is prepared for 1 
the ſaint; that is fo. indeed . Otherwile. * 4 


heñ the eaſt: wind topcheth it . "rt ſha NY aber he" | 


343i 3 


ned be dee plamediin His vineyard. | 
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* His vio 715 Hypocrites, with ans | 1 


of boldneſs, and hardned fearleſſneſs-. For What 
preſumption bigher, and What attempt are dee: =p 4 
rate, than for a, man that wanteth-grace, and the 


condition, to the houſe or church of. God; or to 


7 f 


mould be called apon Din, 
For the man that-maketh a profeſion-of | the reli 


1 od 
* 


that God owneth, and will ſtand for. This mag, 


I ſay, by his profelſion ſagpelteth this to all that - -4 | 1 
koow him, to be ſuch a, profeſſor... Men merely. © 


art of hypocriſy, are. afraid ro think of doing $5. AY 
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but rhe people magnified them, Acts 5. 13. And 


again, Ifa. x, 12, When you come to appear 1 7 


tread my courts? faith God. They have hes 1 
fore learned this boldneſs of nont in the viſble /- 


. OY en abe oft the e ;, * Is 4-3 
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only (with theſe his Gele atem pt to preleht 
Ne in the church bęfore God. The tears. 


| bin the children of the wicked one: the tears, mat 


is, the b pocrites that are ſatan's brogd, the gene. 


* EK 12 


2 er 10 er that cannot 9755 the e 
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1588 a 11 tree plabied fa his Heyard: 7 
beet not 10 „He ls a . But . 


B was 4 bp reee ae; 

Fe >. placed 3 18 his Seer 
l The great God will got belegt the bar- 
ben bg tree, ot barret profefſor, to be his work - 
. * ip, oc a tice of his bringing io; only 56 
1 t ich, de had one there” This is ach like like: 

= Neat in Matthew, chap. ts. v. 13. Every p lane 


ing; : and he ſeems to fuggelt, that in his vine · 


plants and profeſſors that are got into the aſſembly 
f the ſaints, or into the 5 teſhoo of their religi- 


A 55 p< when the et came in to i the” gueſts, he 
FK there a man that had not on a wedding gar- 


ment; and he {id unto him, Friend, how cameſt 


>. thouin hither, not having on a wedding garment ? 


Matth. 22. 11, 12. Here is one ſo cunning and. 


(i erafty, that he beguiled all the gueſts ; he got and 
- Kept ia the church, even until the king himſelf 


i ame in io fee the auefts : but this ſabtility got him | 


nothing; it did not bliod the eyes of the kiog; it 
did not pervett the judgment of the righteous; | 
Friend, how cameſt chou ia bither ? did overtake 
dim at aſt, &ved a Rk 3 the Bog 25 


or found i f bg tres. 


Which my heavenly father hath. not. planted, Thall: 
de rooted ub. Here again are plants, in his vine- 
: yard, which God will not acknowledge. be of his 


Jud are many fuch.; —Every plat, or all thoſe. 


3 God And his | Brace, Thalt be root-- 


— — 


e th 6 18 * 3 

| bee him ĩn the face of all there preſent n 
cameſt thou in hither ? my father did not bring thee "Mi 

' hither, L did not bring thee hither; my ſpitu ick 
not bring thee hicher, tow. nut not of that: heavenly » 
father planting, 8 p 3 SY, * 
John 10. L. He thatcomend noc ie by dle duce; Fu 
but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is 4 me 1 
and a robber. This text alſo is full, and plain 6 1 E 
our purpoſe; for this man eame not — 
Vet got iato the church; he got in by climbing he 
droke in at the windows, he got ſomething d the: 
light and. glory of the goſpet of our Lord Je 
Chriſt in his head; and ſo Hardy wretch that he: 
was) he preſumed to croud himſelf among the chilæ 
dren: bac how is this reſented? what ſaich ther 
king of him? why this is his fign, the ſame 1 
thief and a robber. See ye here alſo, if all uren 


* 2 tip owned: as the » dg of God, that ber te his' 
church, or a elne es fg name. 5 a 2 
4 Had a fig tree, had one Wicket a n Ading-gar 


ment; had a thjef in his gatden; at üs wedding,” 
5 mM bis houie: "theſe" dien up ſome ot "way: 
4 There are many ways to get into the church o 
|| God, and profeſhon of his name belide, and without : 2 
an entring by the door, ALES. TRUE 17 2. 
I. There is the way of Hine aid diflembling | 
7: Fr oath gap. the. Gibeatutes 1 Joh. . 
. * 2. There is esst falſencls amongſt bone hr 
4 | paſtors, either for the fake of caroal relations; or 
| the like ; at this hole Tobiah, the enemy of Cod, 
got in, Nehem. 13. 4, 5, 6. 
3 There is ſometimes 0 egligence, and too moch 
| uncircumſpeRtneſs in the whole church; thus he! | 
I uncircumciſed got in, Ezek. 44; 7, 9 
Wh 43. Sometimes again, let the church be Jabs! 0 
{ Ae et theſe have ſo. much help trom the” 1 
e "any teguttheme' a and fo e 


£ 


0 16. 8 

. "Theſe are of that fort of thieves that paul omg 
Faiss of, falſe brethren brought.io unawares, Gal. 
2. 34 Jude alfa cries out of theſe, certain men. 


they ſo lowly ? a voluntary humility, (Col, 2. 22, 
230 a Neglettiog of the body, not in any humour. 
5 Show ſeemingly ſelf denying. are ſome. of theſe 


43:44. 4 90 1 2 
1555 in a great hands there are not only vellels | 
old, and of filver,;; but. alſo of wood, and of 
ET ſome tohonour, and ſome to difhonour, . 
2 Tim. 2 20. By: theſe words the apoſile ſeems. 


there till will b de theſe kind of fig trees, 


hat. they gan, even as in a great houſe there are 
. veſſels to diſhongur, as: woll as thoſe to hon 
aur and glory: veſſels of wood and of carth, as 
well as of ſilver, and. gold: ſo then there mull be. 
FE _ wogden profeſſors i in the. garden at God. there mult. 
be carthly, earthen. ptofeſſors in this vineyard : but 
that, methugks, is che biting word, and ſome to diſ- 
* honour ; that, to the Romans is dreadful, Rom. 9. 
21, 12. but this, ſeems to po beyond i it; that ſpeaks. 


and ſuch, in particular: : that ſpeaks of their hard- | 

niag but in the common way; but this, that they” 

wii be ſuffered to creep into the church; tliere 
12 st themſelves for their place, their own place, 


ooly.; as the Lord Jeſus aid once of the Phariſees, 
theſe ſhall reccive the greater N Luke. 
20 47. 


_by tre is not eee of God. * be kis, b but. 7 


cregt. in PDawares, Jude 4. crept in . What, were 


_-Exceping things, that are yet to be held (as we. 
eee them) ag eine 10 Hrael, Lev. | 


to take it for granted,.that as there bath, been. fo. 
theſe > bare 
res profeſſors in the houſe, when all men have done 


but of the Teprobate, 19,general, but "this of. ſach. 


Acts. 1. 25 the place pr prep 8575 for them of bin ſort 


Barren ſig eree, line profeſſor, ba baſt thou heard 8 
all thefe things? Haſt thou conſidered that this 


% 
2 oor 


* 
: 
— — — 
* 


8 


is | denied to be of his anti; and of his ten 9 
unto his wedding ? doſt not thou ſee that thon art 
called a thief, and a robber. that haſſ either climb 
ed on, to, or crept in at another place than the 
door? Goſt thou not hear, that there will be in 3 
God's houſe. wooden and earthly profeſſots, ank 
that no place will ſecve to fit aſs: for hell, but 
the houſe, church, the vineyard of God ?. barrem Þ 
* tr ec! Kittel Chriſtiap! do no3 thine cars tiogle ? 


2 , 


7 75 2 


dd He came. and. ſought fruit thereon, 


IE "E man 7 * got 2 ; profelions onda Ee 
, edi into the church and Houſe of God; „ 
is not now, has he. life? ? hath he right principles? 
but hath. he fruit? he came ſecking fruit thereon. It 
matters not who brought. thee in hither, wp 
God or the devil,,or, thine own vain glorious heart®.. 
but haſt thou fruit? doſt/thou- bring forth fruit un 
ta God And let every one that nameth the name 
of the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt. depart from iniquity. 2 
. 2. 19. he doth not ſay, and let every ons 
thaf hath grace, or let thoſe that have the ſpirit af 
God; but let every one that nameth the dame of 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, depart from jpiquity..s 
What do men meùdle with religion for ? why do: 
they call themſclves by the pame.ofthe Lord Jeſus, 2? 


if they have not the grace of God, if they have not 


: v6 pirit of Chriſt ?.God.therefore-expetteth-fraits 2 
What do they da in the vineyard ? Let them work 
or 860 them out; the vineyard mult have labourers #2 
2 in it: : Son go. Work to-day in my vineyards; Mauths - 
| 215 28. wherefore,. want of grace, and want of 
= ſpirit, will not cep. God from le cking fruit: and he 


3 re 


came an ſought Fruit thereon, Luke, 8.8 he re · 3 


quireth that heck. be ſeemeth to have 3:every-man- | 


a in the vine yard, and houſe of God, -promiſeth- | 4 
e protellech, to e and: . — 1 


. 


0 18 4 LE 

| wen take it for 8 that an heavenly principle 

** in him; why then ſhould not God ſeek fruit? 
As for them therefore that will retaio the name 

— —— fearing God, and yet make no con 

ſcience of bringing forth fruit to him: he ſaith to 

_ ach, Away! as for you, go ye ſerve every one his 


| idols ; and hereafter alſo, if ye will not hearken to 


me, cc. Ezek. 20. 39. Barren fig tree] doſt thou 
beat? God expecteth fruit, God calls for fruit; yez 
God will ſhortly come ſeeking fruit on his barren 
fig treec 'Barten fig tree! either bear fruit, or go 
ost of the vincyard, (and yet then thy caſe will be 
damnable.) Lea, let me add, if thou 
"alk neither bear fruit, nor 25 God will take 
Nis dme out of thy mouth, r. 44. 46. he wilt 
have fruit. And ay farther, ir thon wilt do nei- : 
char, yet God in juſtice and righteouſneſs will fill 
come for. fruit, — u will de in vain for thee to 


| 5 e ee he will reap where he hath not 


_ wed, and gather where he bath not ſtrawed, 
* 24, 25. 26. Barren e dot bes 


33 Þ Tx +55 
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55 2 Wee ie win bend ger? 1 a 
fg Yes, an he balk e ee | 8 | 


400 de eum and ſought fruit thereon. 4, 


hy 


8 - bn hes; and a profeſſion,/ are tt places 


where the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves 
dad fins from God. Slang of ofd thor phe, that be- 
aAuaſe they conid'cry, the temple of t Lord, the 
denple of the Lord, that 7 9 they were de- 
_  Hivered,: er bad a diſpenſation to do the abomina 
tions which they commited ; as ſome in our days, 
- for, who tay they) have a right to the creatures. 
abt Chriſtians, it got profeflors, if not church- | 


es this dsh, ler go the e Sl 


"Ny 
of their inordioate affections after paide; 
 glurtony, pampering themſelves without fear, Jade 
12 daunting themſelyes with the laſt-provoking/ 
fathions of the times; to walk with 3 


necks, naked breaſts, frixled : for - wantory 


geltures; in gorgeous appatel, mix'd with. gold nc f 


pearl, and coſtiy array. I will not here make 


inſpection into their lives, their carriages at boomt, 1 


io their corners, and-ſecret holes; but certainly” 


. | perſons thus ſpirited, thus principled, and thas ig: | I 


clined, have but empty boughs, - boughs that want: 
| the fruit that God expects, aud that God will Derr 
down to ſeek. 
Barten fig tree, tho art not lad thy yuan. 
feſſion, nor by the Lord. of the vineyard, to bea 
theſe cluſters of Gommorah : neither ſhall the vine- 
yard, nor thy being crouded among the trees theres * 
ſhelter thee from the fight of the eye of God. Manx 
make religion their cloak, and Chriſt their ſtaikiog- . 
| horſe, and by that means cover (themſelves, and 
hide their own . wickedneſs from. men; but God. 
ſceth their hearts, hath his print upon the heeks'of 
heir feet. and, pondereth all their goings: and ut 
laſt, when their iniquity is found: to be Hateful, * 
will either ſmite them with hardneſs of heart, and 
ſo leave them, or awaken them to bring forth fruit. 
Fruit he looks for, ſecks and expeQs;barren'fig trad. 
But, what-! come into the praſeuce of God to 


fio; what, come-iate the pteſence of God ro'thides _ 


" thy fin + Alas man! the church is God's. garden, 


afid Chriſt Jeſas is the great apoſtle 1 r 4 


of our profeilios. What, come into the houſe hae 


is called by my name : into the place here n 4 F 


honour dwelled & Pal. 26. 8. where mice ee 
beart are continually, 1 Kings. 9. 3. What; cons. - 

_ there to fin, to hide thy ſin, to cloak by dn! his. 
0 plants are an orchard with pleaſant fruits, Can 
48 13, e and * time — i 
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F i ie in io fee 4 fruits of the . and to. 
* E the vine ae and if the pomegranates 
> is date, Ke eame ſeekibg fruit on this' 5g 


| where he ever defires to be; there he is night and 

t day. le is there to ſeek. for fruit, to ſeek for 

ftuit of al. and every tree in the garden. Where - 

forte aſſute thyſelf, O fruitleſs one, that thy wa vs 
muſt needs be open before the eyes of the Lord. 
One black ſheep. is ſoon eſpied, altho' in company 

win many; that is taken with. firſt the caſt of the 
eye, its different colour (till betrays it. ſay, there - 
fore, a church and a profcſhon, are not places 
uhere the workers of iniquity may hide themleloes 
from God, that ſecks for fruit; My wneyard 1 
A Which: is aks. is before me, Cant. 8 12. 


- And 6 he came and ſought fruit thereon, ; 
and found none. RT ta 


"be 
„Ba: 


72 3 3 n the es a. 
ipg of fruit is a dreadful ſigu that thou ait to come 


die concladeth. ET 
Hod fourd none. None at all, or none to God's 


thereon, he meana fruit meet for God, He b. 5, 7. 
| pleaſant fruit. fruit good and ſweet. 
1 Alas ] it is not any fruit will ſerve; bad eat is 


good fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the Ares. 
Mathe 3. 10. „* 


Ks reckoned no fruit. This fruit thoſe profeſ-- 
Gb: n * pap N 


19:8 dreadfol.end, as the mien up the paſar 


ling: for When he faith, he came ſech ing fruit. 


- eounted, none: every tree that bringeth not forth; 


boat. There is fruit among. 2 chat withers, | 
and ſo 5 never comes to be ripe a fruit that is: ſmit - 
den in the, growth, and comes not to maturity, ad 


LY 


E . tes. The church is the place of God's deligh:, | ; 


| IO. that 3 ie offers os repentance and 


_ thole beginnings, and brings no fruit forth to 5 


on the houſe-top, Pſal. 129. or that which: 7 
up on the dunghill, that runs up ſuddenly, volent- 


in thoſe profeſſors, that on a ſudden are ſo awaken- 
ed, ſo convinced; and ſo affected with their condi- 


ly, vehemently, dolefully, mournfully, and yet all 

48, but a pang, an agony, a fit. they briag not forth - 
fruit with patience: Theſe are called thoſe: halty ©. 
ſruits, that ſhall be as a fading flower, Iſa. 28. 4 


\ 


£7 grapes, and it brought. forth wild grapes, Iſa. 5. 4. 
4 obſerve that as there are trees and herbs that a 


is dried, and cannot convey a ſufficiency” of lap to 
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amendment; that begin to pray, to reſolve, and to 
break off their ſi ins By Ag eech tds but ſtop at 


fection. This man's fruit is enn, 7 
ſwitren fruit, and is in effect no fruit at all. my, 5 'Y 
2. There is an haſty fruit, ſuch as is the corn 


1y, with great ſtalks, and big ſhew, aüd yet at laſt 
proves empty of kernel: This fruit is to be found 


a i 
LEY ” 
G3 1 bf 13 % 
* 2 1 n 
RF 
n . . 
ak eta et os. ati 


tion, that they ſhake the whole family, the end. 
ſhip, the whole toun. For a While they cry, naſſm- 


3. There a fruit that is vile, and. W 
Jer. 24. how long ſoe ver it bein growing; the toot % : 


the branches to ripen; the fruit: theſe are the fruit 5 3 
of ſuch profeſſors, whoſe heart is eſtranged: fromm 

commupion with the holy Ghoſt; whole fruit fn | 3 
eth from themſelves, from their parts, gifts, ſtreagth*. 
of wit, natural or moral principles: -theſe, norm? I 
ſtanding they bring Forth fruit, are called empty 
vanes, ſuch as bring not forth fruit to Gd. 3 g 

| Their root is dried up, they ſnhall bear no fruit; on 
yea, though they bring forth, yet will I lay, eren I 

Ea ap fri uit of their womb, Hol, Ys: 46. 5 #2 2 1 
.. There is a fruit that is wild; 1 Idoked for. 3 


Vu holly right and noble, fit indeed ee, 
fo there. are, alſo their. ſemblance, but wild:;-oot + 
8 but n e 18 * eee 


* 2 ** 
n . 


wild grape; the vine, and the wild vine; the roſe; 
and the canker roſe; flowers and wild flowers; the 
apple, and the wild apple, which we call the crab. 
No fruit from theſe wild thiags. however they 
may pleaſe the children to play with, yet the pru- 
Aent and grave count them of little or no value. 
here are alſo in the world a generation of proſeſ- 
 Sors, chat, notwithſtanding their profeſſion, are wild 
by nature; yea, ſuch as were never cut out or off 
” from the wild olive tree, nor planted in the good 
doe. Now theſe can bring nothing forth but wild 
dive berries, they cannot bring forth fruit unto God. 
Bauch are all thoſe that have lightly taken up a pro- 
©  fefhion, and crept into the vineyard without a new 
Dirth, and the bleſfing of regeneration. N 
J. There is alſo untimely fruit; even as 2 fig 
tree eaſteth her untimely figs, Rev. 6. 13. Fruit 
-  -outof ſeaſon, and ſo no fruit to God's liking. Io 
I ̃ bere are two ſorts of profeſſors ſubject to bring 

| For untimely fruit. . OED 
Firſt, They that bring forth (fruit) too ſoon. 

E © Secondly, They that bring forth (fruit) roo late. 
” Firſt, They that bring forth too ſoon : they are 
|  fuch as at preſent receive the word with joy; and 
- anon, before they have root downwards. they thruſt _ 
Ju orth upwards; but, having no root, when the ſun 
|  ariſeth they are ſmitten, and miſerably die without 
fruit. Theſe profeſſors are thoſe light and inconſi- 
derate ones, that think nothing but peace will at- 
end the goſpel; and fo anon rejoice at the tidings, 
withaat foreſceing the evil; wherefore when the 
evil comes, being unarmed, and ſo not able to ſtand 
© any longer, they die, and are withered, and bring 
forth no fruit. He that received the feed into ſton- 
my places, the ſame is he that heareth the word, and 
E; anon With joy receiveth it; yet hath he no root in 
| Himſelf, but dureth for a while: for when tribula - 
ion or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word by 


| K 23 5 84 
and ai SID Matth 13. 20. 21. There 8 


is. in Iſaiah 28. v. 4. mention made of ſome, uboſe 
_ glorious beauty ſhall be a fading flower, hecauſe it 
18 fruit before ſummer. Both theſe are untimely -_ 
I. They ao 4 Pie for 3 fri "0 
that { tay till the ſeaſon is overs . God will have his 
fruit in his ſeaſon; 1 ſay, he will receive them f 
ſuch men as ſhall render them to- him in their a- 
Tons, Matth 21. 41. The miſſing of the ſeaſons 
dangerous, ſtaying till the door is ſhut is dangerous, 
Matth 25. 10, 11. Many there be that-come vor 
till the flood of God's s anger is raiſed, and top deep 
ſor them to wade ; furely in the oods of great va · 
ters they ſnhall not come nigh unto him, Pfal. 3a 8 
Eſau's afterward is fearful, for ye know how t 
afterward when he would have inherited the heſſ- 
ng. he was rejected; for he found no place of 1c 

pentance though he fought it en with e 2 C 
Heb. 12. 16 17. 3 
So the children of tack they brought 10 God 
the fruits of obedience too lates their, Lo we be 
here, Numb. 14. 40, 41, 42. came to late; their, _ 
We will go up, came too late: che Lord bad ſwarn 
before, verl. 23. 30. That they ſhould not- paiieſs 
The land. All theſe are ſuch as bring forth animes 
Iy fruit, Heb. 12. 17. Luke 13» 25, 26, 24» it is 
che hard hap of the reprobate, to do all things too 
late; to be ſenſible of his want of grace wolte: 
to be ſorry for his ſin too late; to ſeek repentanoe * 
too late; to ask for mercy, and to debe to go ts 
glory too late. 

1. Thus you fee that fan a in the groe 
that withereth, and that comes. not to paris. 76 A 
no fruit. EE 4 

2. That baſty. fouls ſach as the; corn upon . 
douſe top, Pſal. 129. 6. N — aſore 2 
W e fran. e 
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| From. | 


| E 2 4. That wild fruit. wild! grapes, Rer. 6. are no 


fut. | 


_ e are no fruit. - ; 


dose. 5 


larize i in a few thin 


8 


8 briefly, 


— 


. That the fruit bib is He and aged. is no 


5 That untimely 958 ſuch as comes too d 
a Sher comes too late; rk a come not in their. 


of. - " Nocking will * bu ae Marth, 21," al He li 
| 1 Jooked for grapes; when che time of uin drew. | 
near, he ſent his ſervants to the basbandmen that 
1 _ might receive the fruit of it. 

Q Queſt. But what fruit doth God expect? 
33 An. Good fruit; Every tree that bringeth not 
1 forth good fruit is he vn down, Matth 7. 19. Now 
before the fruit can be good, the tree mult be good, 
For good fruit makes not a good tree, but a good 
tret 3 forth good fruit: Do men gather 
grapes of.thorns, or figs of thiſtles? A man muſt be 
” good, elſe he can bring forth no good fruit; he 
% . muſt have righteouſneſs imputed that he may ſand 
good in God's fight from the curſe of his law, 

' muſt have a ptinciple of righteouſneſs in his ul, 
elle how ſhould he bring forth good fruits? And 
hhence jt is that a Chriſtian s fruits are called, Gal: 
F. 22, 23. The fruits oi the ſpirit, and the fruits 
LE of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 
11. 12. The i. of the ſpirit, therefore the ſpirit 
fruits of righteouſneſs, therefoic 
3 1 wall be firſt there. But to particu- 


74 


* * 
9 


? 


Firſt, God expecteth Gol that wall ane and- 
2s worthy of that repentance-thou feignelt thyſelf 
to have. Every one in a profeſſion, and that hatk 


! into ae Vineyard, pretendeth to r 


* 


And be cane and foot fruit ethereon) n and foond 


* 
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' tance; now, of every ſuch ſoul, God'expedteth * 
that the fruits of repentance be found to attend 
them, Matth. 3 8. Bring forth fruits therefore meet 
for repentance, or anſwerable to thy profeſſion of 
the doctrine of repentance, Barren ſig - tree, ſte- 
ing thou art a profeſſor and got into the vineyard, 
thou ſtandeſt before the Lord of the vineyard, as 
one of the trees of the garden, wherefore he look - 
eth for fruit from thee, as from the reſt of the trees 
in the vineyard: Fruits, I ſay, and ſuch as may de - 
clare thee in heart and life, one that hath made 
ſouod profeſſion of repentance. By thy profeſſion 
thou haſt ſaid, I am ſenſible ofthe evil of ſin: now 
then, live ſuch a life as declares that thou art ſenſible 
of the evil of fin. By thy profe ſſion thou haſt ſaid; I 
am ſorry for my fin; Why then, live ſuch a life as 
may declare this ſorrow. By thy profefhon thoa 
haſt ſaid, I am aſhamed of my ſin, Plal. 38. 18. 
yea, but live ſuch a life, that men by that may fee 
thy ſhame for ſin, Jer. 31. 19. By thy profeſſion 
thou ſayſt, I have turned from, left off, and am be- 
come an enemy to every appearance of evil, 1 The. 
5. 22. Ah! but dib thy life and converſation de- 
clare thee to be ſuch an one? Take heed, barren 
fig tree, leſt thy life ſhould give thy profeſſion the 
lie: I fay again, Take heed, for God himſelf will 
come for fruit: And he ſought fruit thereon. 
You have ſome profeſſors, that are only ſaints be- 
fore men, when they are abroad, but are devils 
and vipers at home; ſaints by profeſſion, but devils 
by practice; ſaints in word, but ſinners in heart 
and life. Theſe men may have the profeſſion, but 
they want the fruits that become repentance, 
Barren fig tree, Can it be imagined that thoſe 
that paint themſelves, did ever repent of their pride? 
Or that thoſe that purſue this world, did ever re- 
pent of their covetouſneſs? Or:that choſe that walk 
wich wanton eyes, did ever repent of their fleſhly - 
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I pride ſeuh- 
their covetouſneſs deelareth, that they are weary, ol 


( 5 
foſts 2 8 bg tree is che frait of theſe - 
people's 


pfoſeſſion! Their, fruits look as if they had. Their 
y have repented qſtbeir humility: ; 


depending upon God; and doth; not thy wanton 
is thy fruit, barren ſig tree? Repentance is dot 


to God, Heb. 6. t is called repentance from dead 
works. Haſt thou that godly ſorrou that worketh | 


repentance 10 ſalvatiag, pot to be repented of? 2. 


Cor. 7. 10, II. How Qolt thou-ſhew- thy careful- 
neſs, ard clearing of thyſelf; thy indignation a- 


| ance ? Nay, do they not rather de , 
chere to the world, that they have repented of their 


actions declare, that thou abhoreſt chaſtity ? where 


| only ſorrow, and a ſhame for, but a turoi vg from n- | 


gaioſt ſin; thy fear of offending; thy vehement de- 
ite to walk with God; thy zeal for his name, and 
glory in the world? And what revenge haſt thou 
in thy heart agaiolt every thought of diſobedience? 
But where 1s the fruit of this repentance ? where 


is thy watching, thy faſting, thy praying againſt the 


remainders of corruption? hege is thy ſelf-abhor- 


rence ; thy bluſhing before God, for thy fin that is 
yet. behind ? where 1 is thy tendernels of the name 


of God and wy; ways? where is thy ſelf-denial and 
contentment ? how doſt thou ſhe before men the 


- 


truth of thy turning to God I haſt: thou renounced - 


the hidden things, of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
craftineſs? 2 Cor. 4. 2. Canſt thou commend thy- 
; elf en man's conſcienee in e 278 of Gad 


Abe fought froit thereon, - 


Secondly, God engedeh Frakes that ſhall anſyer 


that faith which thou makeſt profeſſion of, 


feign that he hath > hy faith, the faith, moſt holy, 


the faith, of God's elect. * But where: are: thy 
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„ Frokts, barren fig-tree ? the faith of the Romans 


was ſpoken of throughout the whole world, Ro. 4 . 


1. 18. and the Theſſalonians ai grew ex 


ingly, 2 Theſſ. 1. 3. = 
Thou profeſſeſt to delieve ha haſt a hace in Fa J 


another world; haſt thou let go this, barren ſig · tree? 


thou profeſſeſt thou beſieveſt in Chriſt: Is he thy 
joy, — the life of thy ſoul I yea, what conforniity 


unto him, or his ſorrows and ſufferings I What res 
| ſemblance hath his crying, and groaning, and bleed= 


ing, and dying, wrought in thee? doſt thou bear 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jeſas? 


and is alſo the life of Jeſus made manifeſt in thy 
mortal body? 2 Cor. 4. 10 11. barren fig ge, 


ſhew me tby faith by thy works; ſhew out of a 
converſation thy works with meekneſs of wiſdom, 
James 2. 18. and. 3. 13. 
What un, barren ſig · tree? what degree of 
heart-holineſs ? for faith purifies the heart, Acts 


15. 9. What love to the Lord Jeſus? for faith oP” 


worketh by love, Gal. 5. 6. 
Thirdly, God expects feolts,” according to the 


ſeaſons of grace thou art ander, according to the 


rain that cometh upon thee. © Perhaps thou art 1 
planted in a good foil, by great waters, that thou 
mighteſt bring forth branches, and bear fruit; that 


thou mighteit be a goodly vine or fig- tree: ſhall 


he not therefore ſeek for fruit, for fruit anſwerable 
to the means; barren fig · tree, God expects it, an 


will find it too, if ever he bleſs thee: for the ea 


which drinks in the rain that comes oft upon it, and "4 
bringeth forth herbs meet for him by whom it is 


dreſſed, reccives bleſſing from God; but that which 


beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is ni 

_ curli6g, f noſe end is to be borned, Heb, 6s 

7» 8 * 

Barren ſoul, how aby stens of grace, how 

wany dews from Heaven, how many times have 
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F” the filyer ſtreams of the city of God, ran gliding 
by thy roots, to cauſe thee to bring forth fruits? 
4 theſe ſhowers and ſtreams, and the drops that hang 
+ upop thy boughs, will all be accounted for; and 
Vill they not teſtify againſt thee, that thou oughteſt 


of right to be burned ? hear and tremble, O thou 
barren profeſſor ! fruits that become thy profeſſion 


of the goſpel, the God of heaven expe&teth. The 
goſpel hath in it the forgiveneſs of ſins, the king- 


dom of heaven, and eternal life : but what fruit 
hath thy profeſſion of a belief of theſe things put 


forth in thy heart and life? haſt thou given thyſelf 
to the Lord; and is all that thou haſt to be ventur-- 
for his name in this world? doſt thou walk like one 
that is bought with a price, even the price of pre- 


cious blood ? : 
Fourthly, The fruit that God expecteth is ſuch 


as is meet for himſelf, fruit that may glerify God: 


God's trees are trees of righteouſneſs, the planting 
of the Lord, that he -may be glorified ; fruit that 
taſteth of heaven, abundance of ſuch fruit: for 
verein ſaith Chriſt) is my Father glorified, that ye 


E bring forth fruit, Joha 19. 8. fruits of all kinds, 
new and old; the fruits of the ſpirit are in all good- 


neſs, and righteouſneſs and truth, fruits before the 


world, fruits before the ſaints, fruits before God, : 


fruits before angels. —_ EEG 
O! my brethreo, what manner of perſons ought 


we to be; who have ſubſcribed to the Lord, and 


have called ourſelves by the name of Iſrael ? One 


mall ſay I am the Lord's; and another ſhall call 
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himſelf by the name of Jacob : and another ſhall 


ſiubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and ſirname 


himſelf by the name of Iſrael, Hai. 44. 5. barren 
g- tree, haſt thou ſubſcribed ? haſt thou called 
thyſelf by the name of Jacob, and firnamed thyſelf 


by the name of Iſrael ? All this thou pretendeſt to, 
who art got into the vineyard, who are placed a- 
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ſhould walk worthy of God; that is, ſo as we may 
ſnew in every place, that the preſence of God is 


Virh us, his fear in us, and his majeſty and authority 


our actions. Fruits meet for him, ſuch a de- 


pendance upon him, ſuch truſt in his word, ſuch 
ſatisſaction in his preſence, ſuch a truſting of him 


with all my concernments, and ſuch delight in the 
enjoyment of him, that may demonſtrate that his 
fear is in my heart, that my ſoul is wrapp'd up in 


«his things, and that my body, and ſoul, and eſtate, 
and all, are in truth, through his grace, at his di- 
poſal. Fruit for him: hearty thanks, and bleſſ= 
ing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good word, for his 
free grace, for diſcovery of himſelf in Chriſt to the 


ſoul, ſecret longing after another world. Fruit 


meet for him, liberality to the poor ſaints, to the 


poor world; a life in word and deed exemplary; a 


patient * e enduring of all things, till I have } 
done and ſuffered the whole will of God, which he 


had appointed for me. That on the good ground 
are they, which in an honeſt and good heart, hay» 
ing heard the word kept it, and bring forth fruit 


with patience, Luke 8. 15. This is bringing forth 
fruit unto God; having our fruit unto holineſs, and. 
- our end everlaſting life, Rom. 7. 4. and 6. 22e 

_ and 14/865955 ee e e tlie? 


Fifthly, The Lord expects fruit becoming the 
vineyard of God: The vineyard (faith he) Ifai. 5. 
I. is a very fruitful hill; witneſs the fruit broupht 
forth in all ages. The moſt barren trees that ever 


grew in the wood of this world, when planted in 


this vineyard by the God of heaven, what fruit 0 


God-ward have they brought forth? Abel offered 


to God a moſt excellent ſacrince;” Heb. 117 4. 
Enoch walked. with God three hundred years, 


B 3 „ 


mong the trees of the garden of Cod · God dom 
therefore look for ſuch fruit as is worthy of his 
name, as is meet for him; as the apoſtle ſaith, we 


1 


__ — (3s ) 1 
ver. 53. Noah, by his life of faith, eondemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteouſneſs which # 
is by faith, ver. 7. Abraham left his country, and 
went out after God, not knowing whither he went, 

ver. 8. Moſes left a kingdom, and ran the hazard 
of the wrath of the king, for the love he had to 
God in Chriſt. What hall I ſay of them who had 
trials, not excepting diliverance, that they might 
obtain a better reſurrection? Heb. 11. 35, 36, 37. 

They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder; were 
tempted, were ſſain with the ſword: they wander- 
cd about in ſheep-ſkins and goat-skins, being deſti- 

tude, afflicted, tormented, Peter left his father, 

ſſmips and nets, Matth. 4. 18, 19. Paul turned off 
from the feet of Gamaliel. Men brought their 
goods and poſſeſſions (the price of them) and caſt 

it down at the apoſtles feet, Acts 19 18, 19, 20. 

and others brought their books together, and burnt 
them, curious books, tho* they were worth fifty 
thouſand pieces of filver. I could add, how many 
williogly offered themſelves in all ages, and their 
all, for the worthy name of the Lord jeſus, to be 
tack d, ſtarved, hanged, burned,. drowned, pulled 
in pieces, and a thouſand calamities. Barren ſig- 
tree, the vineyard of God hath been a fruitfal | 
place; What doſt thou there! What doſt thou 
bear? God expects fruit according to, or becom- 
ing the ſoil of the vine are. J 

„ Sixthly, The fruit which God expecteth. is fuch 

ad beebometh Gods husbandry and labour. The 

Vineyard is God's husbandry, or tillage; I am the 

vine, (ſaith Chriſt) John 15. 1. and my father is the 

usbandman. And again, 1. Cor. 3. o. ye are 

Gods husbandry, ye are God's building, The 

vineyard, God fences it, God gathereth out the 
ſtones, God builds the tower and the wibe - preſs in 
the midſt thereof. Here is labour, here is protec- 
tion, here is removing of hindrances, here is con- 
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Barren 3 What fruit haſt; thou? Haſt en 


Fruit becoming the: care of God, the protection of 
God, the wiſdom of God, the patience and husban- 
dry of God? It is the fruit of the vineyard; that is 
either the ſhame or praiſe of the hushandman. 1 
went by the, field * the flothful (ſanh Solomon) 
and by the vineyard of the man void of undetſtand- 
ing; and lo, it: was grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered A face thereof, Pros. 2. 90, 
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Barren fig · tee, If men ſhould: . a * 


ment of the care; and pains, and labour, of God 


in his church, by the fruit that thou btingeſt forth, 


what might they ſay ? Is he not ſlothful FI Is he not 
careleſs? is he not without diſcretion? © ! thy 
thorns, thy nettles, thy barren heart, and barren 
life, are a continual. provocation to the eyes of his 
glory, as likewile a. dihonour tos the glory of his 


| 3 2. girls : nöd: „id on ano bas g 
Barren fig: tres Halt u keanhallthels thing? 
A will add yet agg more: Aicnt ni du A ot” 
-l ze bag een 191 16 dt ad none: 
221107 And he came-aad-ſooght fi wit hesch. ut 
Gl, can Sib Had Jdooy ? oi 11 n 2 
T knoqueliing in Bot no. what thavithkeb.of 
thyſelf, nor what alkthe prople of: Gd bind bf 
cthee : but what thon ſhalt be found lin that day, 
. when God ſhall ſearch thy bouglis for fruit: When 
Sodom was to bi ſearched for fighteuut men, God 
would not, in that matter, truſt his faithfulſervant 
Abraham still as Abraham: intereedec G 
anſwered, db dd; fifty; or forty and ive thæros 
vill not delivoy the city, Gen. 18. 20% , 26,2 . 
barreui ig tre: Hat ia yeſt thou? Nd vill come 
2 to lee, God will mike ſeateh foe uit him 
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{none} then ſaid he to the dreſſer af the vineyard, 


this fig tree, and find none; cut in down, why cum- 
bereth it the ground 

FTheſe words are the erg of God's ſearch into 
| as boughs of a barren ſig. tree; he ſought fruit, and 


good. Therefore, firſt, he complains of the want 
thereof to the dreſſer, calls bim to come and ſee, 
and take notice of the tree; then ſignifieth his plea- 


down froni cumbering te ground: e 
Obſerve, The darren ſig tree is the object of 


e eee ; 2,7 el esch 7:2: 
„FC 300 1 „0 5:1 2 
1 (Then) ſaid benen 58. Vin onto dg) 
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95 ht, and found no fruit, then; this word · (then) 
doth ſhew'us:a kind of an inkiard difquietneſs ; as 


cation, then the anger o 


ſy, ſball ſmoke againſt that man, and all the curſes 
that are written in this book ſhall lie upon him; 


and the Lord ſhall blot out his name from: dnder ” 


: 3 #64 1e ad) 209 


hen; It intimateth thatche was now-comito 


; a point, to a reſolution urhat io dol wah! this fig tree. 

Then ſaid he to the dreſſer oi this vinegatd, that 

à to Juſus Chriſt, behold, 2 mac as to day, come 

| hither, bere is a ſig tree in an vineyard, here is a 

uv ptofeſſor in e thut ibbarren, that bear- 
e fruit >: 110 2d3.yer3}2b 200 1 
t Obſerve; However the barren»profeſſor'thinks of 
- himſc}f:'oncarth, the/Lordieries dut in beavers. a. 

gainſt him, Iſai. 5. 5. And now go to, I will tell yu 


425 he came and ſought fruit thereon, and found 
behold, theſe three years I come fecking fruit on 


found none, none, to his Ix ing, none pleaſant and 


ſare, he will have it removed, taken away, * 


| God's s diſpleaſure, ae d caunoibear, with a pron 
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he ſaith alſo in another yup upon a like pond: 
he Lord, and his jealou- 
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Will break down the wall thereof, ani 
trodden down. 6 


ing, Jer. 15. 6. 


| Theſe three years, &c. 


* _O 1 
2 7 * 
77 


A l . 8 = 
: 15 © 5a i 
Z 3 I 
8 
. Y 2 Fo - 
* 
» - 
- 
2 * o * 


what 1 will do to my vineyard; I will take away 4 


the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be @aten up: and 1 
at ſhall be 
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Behold theſe three years I come ſceking fruit, &c. 


Obſerve, Theſe three years. God cries out that 
his patience is abuſed, that his forbetrance is abuf= a 
ed: behold theſe three years I have waited, for- 
born; theſe three years I have deferred mine an- 
ger. Therefore I will ſtretch out my hand againſt” 
thee, and deſtroy thee; I am weary: with tepent - 


4141 4 


Theſe three years. Obſetve, God 9 up all 
the time; I ſay a remembrance of alf the time, 
that a barreo. fig tree, or a fruitleſs profeſſor, miſ= 1 
ſpendeth in this world: as he ſaith alſo of Ifracl of, 

old, forty years long was I pgrieved with this gene- 
ration, Pſal. 87. 10. „ 50 


, 13 2295 4 
1 Mp 


7 


Theſe three ſeaſons. Obſerve, God remember . 
how many ſeaſons. thou haſt miſpent; for theſe 
three years ſigniſies ſo many ſeaſons. And When 


the time of the fruit dre nigh, that is, about the 


ſeaſon they begin to be ripe, or that according to 
the ſeaſon might ſo have been. Barren fig tree, 


thou haſt had time, ſeaſons, ſermons, miniſters, af- 


flictions, judgments, mercies, and what aot ? and 
yet baſt not been fruitful ; thou halt had awaken- 
ings, reproofs, threatnings, comforts, and yet haſt 
not been fruitful ; thou haſt had paterns, examples, 
citations, provocations, and yet halt not been fruit» 


| ful, Well, God hath laid up thy three years with 


bimſelf; he remembers every time, every ſeaſon, 
every ſermon, every miniſter, affliction, judgment, 
mercy, awakning, patern, example, citation, pro- 


rocation, he remembers all; as he {aid of Lirack of | 
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. 
old, they have temped me theſe ten times, and 


avec not harkned to my voice, Numb. 14 22. And 
again, I remember all their wickedneſs, Hoſ. 7. 2. 
F 8 7 ERS Dr $44 5+. 4 14 1 A 5 


Theſe three years, &c. 


He ſeeks' for the Fruit of every ſeaſon : he will 


nt that any of his ſermons, miniſters, afflidtions, 


|  jodgments or mercies ſhould be loſt, or {land for 
1 he will have according to the 


inhgnigcant things; he 3.10 
beneſit beſtowed, 2 Chron. 32. 24, 25. Ezek. 14. 
23. he hath not done without a cauſe all that he 


' hath done, and therefore he looketh for fruit. Look. 


to it, barren fig tree. 
h 


* - „ ; - 6 
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came [ſeeking] fruit. 
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- Obferve. This word [Jſeckiog] ſip nifies a narrow- 


ſearch ; for when a man ſeeks for finit on a tree, 
he goes round it and ronnd'it, now looking into this: 
bough, and then into that; he peeps into the inmoſt 
de thereon.  _ 3 

Barren figtree, God will look into all thy boughs, 
| he will be with thee in thy bed fruits, thy mid- 
| night-fruits, thy cloſet-fruits, thy family fruits, thy 
converſation-fruits, to ſee if there be any among 
all theſe that are fit for, or worthy of the name of 


the God of heaven. He ſees what the children of 


| Hracl do in the dark, Ezek. 8. 12. all things are o- 
pen unto the eyes of him with whom we have to. 


Secking fruit on [this] fig tree; 


| © Ttold you before that he keeps in remembrance 
| the times and ſcaſons that the barren profeſſor had 


N 4 


boughs. and the lowermoſt boughs if perhaps fruit 


wickedly miſpent. Now, foraſmuch as he pointeth 
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far from me. God knows who they 
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— the «Lei tree, this: 3 8 abe 2 
batren ptofeſſor, above all profeſiirsiva;continbal 
- odium/1n 1he:eyes of God =: thisdigſtree, this man 


b. | 13 -- Coniah;. Jer. ang. this. people! draw aigh to me 
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with their mouth, but have removed their hæarts 


are doiobg all 
the thouſands -of Iſchel, that are the hatren and 


- froideſs. profeſſors; his lot will fall npon the bead 


bof Achan, tho hehe hid among ſit hbodeed thous 


ſand mea; Ad be brought his houſhold, man b 7 
map; and Ach the ſon of Carmi; the ſom of Zab- 
id the ſon ol Zerah, bf the tribe vf Jadah was I 

taken, Joſh. yt 18. this is the Achan, 4 : 
1008 fig tren. thig-w-alic barren profeſſor, >; A 

There is a maanhath an — * in bis 4 

} | yineyard, .andbatithe time of the ſeaſuh bt-walkeths. 3 
- rato his vigeyard'ta fee hou the ure hand 
as be goes, andiviews; and pities, ani Suſerres ho 
they are hanged wiib fruit ;1bEhold; he comes to 


one where, he findeth noaght but leauts 0hοοο he ; 


makes à ſtand, looks! upon it again :andazaiw 3 he * 


looks alſmhere / and there; above and/pelow; 12nd 7? 
if, after all this ſeeking, he fads nathing hut fees 


- thereon, then hd begias to calt in his mind, how he 
may know this tree next ycar, what ſtundi nes it, 
or how fair tis off the hedge; hut if:there beno- 

thing there that may be as 2 mark t KH itiby, 

- then lie takes his hook, and: givgths/ivl.a private } 
mark, (And the) Lordoqſet a mati upon? Gan, 


Sen. 4.)faying; go hy ways, fruitleſs ſig atce, thou 


Haſt ſpent this ſeaſon in van. 15130 nts 4 
Let doth he not cut it downy Ill rrly. %% 
0 ther year may be: this was not 4 hitting ;deafort 3 1 
therefore he comes again next year to ſee if now 
it have fruit; but as he found it beſore, ſo he finds?! 
i now, barren, barren, every year! barren; he4Jooks/] 
Again, but fincis no fruit. Nawe, begins" to have 
* t _— bow ! neither hit laſt * * = 
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'-farelyahe fault: is it the tree : heweter I will ſpare 
it th year àlſo but will give it: a: ſecond mark; 
and i it may be, he toucheth it wuh a bot i iron be- 7 
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Well. at the third ſeaſon he bomes ** 
fruit, but the third year is like the ſirſt and ſecond, 

| no fruit yet; it only cumbereth the ground: what 

= © now muſt be done with this fig tree? why, the Lord 
x wi 3 bocighs. with terror p yta, the thickets 

5 profeſſors with iron. I have waĩted (faith 

* ho gory hieſe three years; 1 have miſſed of fruit theſe 
* three years, it hath been a cumber /grougd-theſe 

three years: aut it down. Preceprihath been upda 
precepꝛ; and line upon line, one yearafter another; 
for theſe three years, but no ſruit can be ſeen ; [ 
find non fetch out the ax; I'm ſute this is the 
1 tree, dow, it ſrom the "Giſt: year, -barrenneſs 

Vas its fipn then barrenneſs is its ſign now, make 
it ſit for the fire. Behold, the ax is laid to the root 

ol the trees; every tree therefore that bringeth 

not forth good fruit, is bews down, and caſt into 
i fire; Matth. 3. 20. 
Obſerve, my brethren, God's AIR ſtand | 
towards a barten fig tree. You now thus it is with 
Vourſelves: if you have a tree in your orchard, or 
vineyard, that doth only cumber the ground, you 

cannot look upon that tree with-pleaſurez with com · 

placeney and delight; no, i you do but go by it, 

i you do but caſt your eyes upon it:; yea if you do 

But think of that tree, you threaten it in your heart, 

| - Jaying, E will-hew thee down ſhortly, 1 will to the 

fire with thee ſhortly, And it i in vain for any to 

, | think of perſwading of you to ſhew favour to the 

'- barren fig tree; and if they ſhould perſwade, your 

- aofwer is irreſiſtible, it yields me no proſit, it takes 

up rooms, and doth 06" good a e N in 
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| Rood before me, yet. could not my mind be to 
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Thus when the godly among the eus, (Jer. 14. 
17.) made prayers, that rebellious Iſrael might not 
be caſt out of the vine yard, what ſaith the anſwer 


of God? Jer. 15. 1. Though Moſes and Samuel 


this people; wherefore caſt them out of my pre- 
ſence, and let them go forth. „„ 
What a reſolution is here? Moſes and Samuel 
could do almoſt any thing with God in prayer. How 
many times did. Moſes by prayer turn away God's 


Jjudgments from even Pharaoh himſelf? yea, how 


many times did he by prayer preſerve Iſrael, wben 
in the wilderneſs, (Pſal. 106. 23-) from the anger 
and wrath of God? Samuel is 1 * 


this way, yea ſo excellent, that when Iſrael had 


done that fearful thing, as to reject the Lord, and 
chuſe them another king, (1 Sam. 12.) he prayed, 
and the Lord ſpared, and forgave them. But yet 
neither Maſes, nor Samuel, can ſave a barren fig 


tree: no, though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before © 


me, that is pleading, arguing, intercediog, ſuppli- 
cating, and beſeeching, yet could they not incline 
mine heart to this people. Fol 5 


Y 


Ah ! but Lord it is a ſig tree; a fig tree ! if it was 
a thorn, or a bramble, or a thiſtle, the matter would + 
not be much; but it is a fig tree, or a vine; well, 


but mark the anſwer of God, Ezek. 15 2, 3: ſon of 
man, what is the vine tree more than any tree, oc 
than a branch that is among the trees of the ſoreſt? 


ſhall wood be taken thereof to do any work? oO, 
will man take a pin thereof to hang any veſſel there 


= 


: ? if trees that are ſet, ot it, bring 
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a flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a ſlip as I told you of before, 
© ſhould be in pour garden, and there die, would you 
let it abide in your garden ? no, away with it, away 
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not forth that fruit, there is betwixt them ard the 


trees of the foreſt, no betterment at all; unleſs 
the betterment lyeth in the trees of the wood, for 
they are br to build withal; but a fig tree or a vine, 
if they bring not forth fruit, yea good fruit, they 
Artz bt for nothing at all, but to be cut down, and 
prepared for the fire. And fo the prophet goes on, 


# 


hold, it is caſt into the fire for fewel! if it ſerve 


not for fruit, it will ſerve for fewel ;and ſo the fire 


* 


devoureth both the ends of it, and the middle of it 
Ay but theſe fig trees and vines are church mem- 
bers, inhabitants of feruſalem. So was the fgtree 
mentioned in the text; but what anſwer hath God 
prepared for theſe objections? why, verf. 6 7 thus 
faith the Lord God, as the vine-tree among the 
trees of the foreſt, which F have given te the fie 


For fewel; ſo will I give the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 


lem. And I will ſet my face againſt them, they ſhall 
go from one fire, and another fire ſhall devour them. 


0 Cut it down. 7 5 
The woman that delighteth in her garden, if ſhe 


Have a ſlip there, ſuppoſe (if it was fruitful) ſhe 
would not take five pounds for it; yet if it hear no 


fruit, if it wither and dwiadle, and die, and turn 


cumber- ground only, it may not ſtand in her gar- 


den. Gardens and vineyards are places for fruit, 


for fruit accerdiag to the nature of the plant or 


with it. The woman cometh into her garden to- 
wards the ſpring, where firſt ſhe gives it a ſlight 


Feaſt with her eye, then ſhe ſets to gathering out the 
| Weeds, and nettles, and ſtones, takes a beſom and 


walks; this done, the falls to prying 


C ( 39 ” 2 

into her berbs and flips, to ſee if they live, to- . 
if they are likely to grow: pow, if ſne comes to one 
that is dead, that ſhe is conſident will not grow, up 
ſhe pulls it, and makes to the heap of rubbiſh with 
it, where ſhe deſpiſingly caſts it down, and valueth 
it no more than a nettle, or a weed, or than the 
duſt ſhe hath, ſwept out of her walks, Yea, if avy 
that ſee her, ſhould ſay, why do you ſo? the an- 
ſwer is ready, tis dead, tis Read at root; if I had 
Jet it ſtand, twould but have cumbered the ground. 
The ſtrange. ſlips (and alſo the dead ones): they 
mult be a heap in the day of a and of {delperae 
forrow, Lai 17. 10, Le „ „ 


4 


Cut it down. 

| There be i two: manner of cuttings owns 

Firſt, When a man is caſt out of the vineyard. 

Secondly, When a man is caſt out of the world”: 

Firſt, when a man is cait out of the vineyard and 
that is done two ways. 

1 By an immediate hand of God. 

2 By the churches due execution of the awd. 
and cenſures, wich Chrilt, for that purpale bags 
left with his church. 

Firſt, God cuts down the 1 g tree by 2n 
immediate hand, ſmiting his roots, blaſting his. 
branches, and ſo takes him away from among his. 
people: every branch (ſaith Chriſt). that beareth- / 

not fruit in me, be (my Father) taketh away, Ie. 
15. 2. he taketh him out of the church, he tab I 

him away from the godly, There are . 0 
by which God taketh the barten een from f * 
Mong the children of God. | 

Firſt, ſtrong deluſions. _ hp: "ms F-7 } 

| Secondly, open. prophaneſs. \ 

- Firſt By (tron og TOs, fach a8 oF the | 
with dl octrines, that ſwere from faith: Oc 


IM 


1 2 
1 


i2 
| 
4 
; 
? 


_ 
_ 

= — 

» RX . " 
. 1 


_— 

- $ ' 

9 . 7. . 
. = , 
. * &; 

DR. 

3 * 
PE... 4 


gs OE. 


E 0 25 * 


own ways (faith God) and their foul delighteth, in 


_ pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 
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godlineſs, Iſai. 66. 3, 4. they have choſen their 


their abominations; I alſo will chyſe their deluſi- 
ons, and will bring their fears upon them. I will 
ſmite them with blindonefs and hardnefs of heart, 
and failing of eyes, and will alſo ſuffer the rempter 
to tempt and effect his helliſh deſigns upon them, 2 


Theſſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. God will ſend them ſtrong 
deluſions that they may believe a lie, that they alt 


may be damned who believe not the truth, but had 


yo 


6 


© * Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a barren 
profeſſor by open prophaneſs. There is one hath 
taken up a profeſhon of that worthy name, the 


Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; but this profeſſion is but a cloak, 
he ſecretly practiſeth wickedneſs ; he is a glutton, 
a drunkard, or covetous, or unclean ; well, faith 


God, I will looſe the reins of this profeſſor, I will 
give him up to his vile affections, I will looſe the 


reins of his luſts before him, he ſhall be corangled 
with his beaſtly luſt, he ſhall be overcome of un- 
godly company. Thus they that turn aſide to their 


own crooked ways, Pſal. 125. 5. the Lord ſhall lead 


them forth with the workers of iniquity. This is 


God's hand immediately; God is now dealing with 
this man himſelf, Barren fig tree, hearken, thou 
art crowded into a profeſſion, art got among the 
godly, and there art a ſcandal to the holy and glo- 
Tious goſpel ; but withal ſo cunning, that like the 


. {ons of of Zeruiah, thou art too hard for the church; 
ihe knows not how to deal with thee. Well, ſaith 
God, I will deal with that man myſelf, Ezek 14. 7, 
8: I will anſwer that man by myſelf : he that ſets 
"Ip his idols in his heart, and puts the ſtumbling. 


ek of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes, 


5 and appears before me; 1 will fet my face againſt 


* 
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man, and will make him a fga and a proyerb, 
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hd 1 will cut bim off from the midſt of my keep 


and he ſhall know that I am the Lore. 


But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut down  _ 
the barren fig- tree by the church's, due execution 


of the laws and cenſures, which Chriſt, for that 
purpoſe, hath left with his church: This is the 
meaning of that in Matth. 18. 1 Cor. 5. and that 
in 1 Tim. 1. 20. upon which now 1 ſhall obt en- 
large. But which way ſoe ver God dealeth with 


thee, O then barren fig tree, whether by himſelf 


immediately, or by his church, it amounts to one 
and the ſame. For if timely re pentance ꝓrevent 


not. the end of that ſout is damnation. They are 


blaſted and withered, and gathered by men, God's 
enemies; and at laſt being caſt into the fire, burn- 


* 


ing muſt be their end. That which beareth bfriars - 


and thorns, is nigh unto curling, whoſe end is to be 


burned, Heb, & 85:46) 4% fi .5t8 


And again; ſometimes by. cut ĩt doms, .Gad 
means, call it out of the world: thus he cut dowa 
Nadab and Abihu, when he burned; them up with 
fire from heaven, Numb. 16. 31, 32, 33+ thus he 
cut dawn Corah, Dathar, and Abiram, when he 
Thas he 
cut dawn Saul, x Sam. 31. hen he gave him u 
to fall upon the edge ot. 8 4 ſword, and dic 
Thus he cut down Abanias with Saphira his wi 
when he ſtruck them down dead in the midſt of xl 

: congregation, Acts 5. 10. I might here alſo di „ 
of Abſalom, Ahitophel, and Judas, who — alk of 
three hanged: the firſt by God's revengfal. hand, 
the other were given.up+0f God to be their o 
executioners. Theſe were barren and unproſitk - 
bal fig trees, ſuch as God took no pleaſure in, ther- 
fore he commanded to cut them down. The Blals 13 
miſt ſaith, Pſal. 58. 9. he ſhall take them away'as 
hay a Whirl- wind, both living, and in his wrath», * 
BR ig tree, barked.;, God calls for che ax, 


made the earth to ſwallow them up. 


1 
his word. bring it hither, here is 2 barren profeſ- 
for, _ him down, why cumbereth he the ground? 
PETS : 7 2 

27 Why cumbereth i it the ground, . 

* By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſteth — of 
* diſpleaſure againſt the barren fig tree; it cum- 
bereth the ground. The Holy Ghoſt doth not on- 
I take an argument from its barrenneſs, but be- 
enuſe it is a cumber- ground, therefore cut it down; 
vherefore it muſt needs be a provocation. 
. Becauſe as much as in him heth, he diſap- 
pointeth the deſign of God in planting his vine- 
yard; looked that it ſhould' bring forth fruit. 
2. It hath alſo abuſed his patience, his dene 
ſering, his three years patience. 

3. It hath alſo abuſed his labour, his pains -his 
care, and providence of protection and preſervati- 
on; ſor be hedges his vineyard, and walls it a- 
bout.” 'Camber-ground, all theſe things thou abuſ- 
eft; He waters his vine yard, and looks to it vight 
"th day; and all theſe things thou halt abuſed. 
Farther; there are other teaſons of God's al 
bene, eee d: 90631 
Firſt, A cum r- gr and is a very mock and re- 
ch to religion} moch a reproach to'the'iwways 
Nees, to the people of God, to me word of God, 
td tꝰ the name of reli It is expected of all 
hands, that all the''trees in the garden of God 
: be fruitful ; God expects fruitꝭ the church 
fruit, the word, even the world conclude 
Ae profeſſors ſhould de ſtumfal in good works; L 
Aye very world expecteth that profeſſory'ſhould 
de better than themſelves. But, barren: fig ttec, 
chou diſappointeſt all; nay, baſt thou not learneil 
the Wicked ones thy ways? Haſt thok not 4 
ed chem to be more wieked by thy example: 
"That's by the dye Barren fig tree, on halt dig 


* 


* 5 a > * 
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* 


* 1 


ape others, and muſt-· be diſappointed thy- 
ſelf. Cot it down, why cumbereth it the ground. 
Secondly, The barren fig tree takes up the room 
where a better tree might ſtand; I fay, it takes 
up the room, it keeps fo long as it ſtands where it 
doth, a fruitful tree out of that place, and there- 9 
fore it mult be cut down. Barren fig tree, doſt 
thou hear? Becauſe the Jews ſtood fruitleſs ia the 
vineyard ; therefore, ſaid God, Matth. 21.33. 41. 
The kingdom of heaven ſhall. be taken from ou. 
and ſhall be given to a nation that ſhall:render him 


> A their fruits in their ſeaſon. The 'Jews' for their 
„ barrenneſs were cut down, and more fruitful peo- 
1 ple put in their room. As Samuel alſo ſaid to barren 


Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 28. The Lord hath rent the 

— kingdom from thee, and hath given it to thy neigh- 

bour that is better than thou. The n e 

ſervant muſt de caſt out, mult be Cut down, Mat. 

264 27. 

. quad; How many- hopefol inclinable, 
forward people, haſt thou, by thy fruitleſs and un- 
profitable life, kept out of the vineyard: of God? 
for thy ſake have the people ſtumbled at religion; 
by thy life have they been kept from the love of 
their own ſalvation. Thou halt been alſo a means 

of hardening others, and of quenching, and killing 

weak beginnings; Well, barren fig tree, look to 
thyſelf, (thou wilt not go to heaven thyſelf, and 
them that would thou hindereſt;) thou malt not 
always cumber the gtound, nor always hinder the 
ſalvation of others; thou ſhalt be cut d . 9 
another ſnall be planted in thy rom. 3 

"Thirdly, The cumber ground: is i he” 2 
, Aragon away the heart and nouriſhment from the o-—- 
ther trees. Were the cumber ground cut down, 
the other would be more frum ful; he draus away 
the Kimaſs of the Anon to wells that _ 
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make the other more hearty and fruit ful. One ſia- 


ner deſtroyeth much good, Eccl. 9. 18. 


The cumber ground is a very drone in the hire, 
that cats up the honey that ſhould feed the labour-. 


ing bee; he is a thief in the candle, that waſteth 


the rallow, but giveth no light; he is the unſavory | 


Y alt, that is fit for nought but the dunghill. Look 
- to it, ; barren hg tree. | 


8 And be e e e herbe alone: 
ttu:is year alſo, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung 


it; and if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then, 
after that, thou ſhalt cut it down, verſe 8, 9. 


Heſe are the words of the dreſſer of the vine- 
yard, who, I told you, is Jeſus Chriſt, (for 


he made interceſſion for: the tranſgreflors.) And 
they contain a petition, preſen ted to an offended; 


juſtice, praying that a little more time and patience 
might be exerciſed townrds the barren cumber 
ground fig tree. 

Ia this petition there are << x ahings confi derable. 
Firſt, That juſtice might be deferred, O that 
| Jultice might be deferred. Lord, let it alone, &c. 
a while longer.. freight: 


Secondly, Here is wither prefixed, 85 a ſpace to 


if more: means will. cure a panes bg tree. 
Lord. let it alone this year alſo. 

Thirdly, The means to help i it, are propounded, 
vor I ſhall-dig about it, and dung it. 

Here is alſo an inſinnation of a fag 

— that by ihus doing, God's expectation may 
7 anſwered; and if it bear fruit; well. 

, Fifthly, Here is a ſuppoſition that the barren fig 
* may yet abide barren, when Chriſt hath done 
what he will untoit; and if it bear fruit, ; cc. 

Sixthly, Here is at laſt a reſolution, that if chou 


JC — it 


F -conticuc barrep, bewing days will come upon thee. 


| 


R 


008 „ 
Ad if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then after 
don ſhalt cut ir k 8 

But to proceed according to my former me- 


* 


® thod, by way of expoſnion. "i * 
Lord, let it alone this year alſo. 


Here is aſtoniſhing grace indeed, aftoniſhing  * } 
grace! I fay that the Lord Jeſus ſhould concern 1 
bimſelf with a barren fig tree; that he ſhould ſtep 
ia to ſtop the blow from a barren fig tree, True, 
he ſtopt the blow but for a time; but why did he 
ſtop it at all? why did he not fetch out the ax? 

| why did he not do execution ? why did not he cut 
it down? Barren fig tree, tis well for thee that 
there is a Jeſus at God's right hand, a Jeſus of that 
largeneſs of bowels, as to have compaſſion for a 
barren fig tree, elſe juſtice had never let thee alone 
to cumber the ground as thou haſt done. When 
Iſtael alſo had ſinned againſt God, down they had 
gone; but that Moſes ſtood in the breach, Exodus 
32. 10. Let me alone (faith God to him) that 1 
may conſume them in a moment, and I will make 
of thee a great nation. Barren fig tree, doit thou 
hear ? Thou knew not how oft the hand of divine 
Juſtice hath been up to ſtrike, and how many years 
ſince thou hadſt been cut down, had not Jeſus 
cauęht hold of his father's ax. Let me alone, let 
me fetch my blow, or cut it down. why cumbereth | 
it the ground? Wilt thou provoke ſtill? Thou haſt 
wearied men, and provoked the juſtice of God; 
And wilt thou weary my God allo ? Iſa. 7. 13. 


2 Lord, let it alone this year. | 


Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe a ſoul for | | 
want of means; I will try, I will ſee if I can make 
it fruitful, Iwill dot beg a long life, nor that it 


| 6 460 
might be barren, and ſo provoke thee. I beg for 
the ſake of the ſoul, the immortal ſoul, Lord ſpare 
it, one year only, one, one year longer, this year 

alſo; if I do any good to it, it will be in a little 
time. Thou ſhalt not be over wearied with wait- 
ing; one year, and then. „ ET 

Barren fig tree, doſt thou hear what ſtriving 
there is between the vine dreſſer and the huſband- 
man for thy life. Cut it down, ſays one; Lord, 

+ Spare it, faith another; tis a cumber ground, ſaith 

the father; one year longer prays the ſon, let it 

alone this year alſo. a | 


Until I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 


The Lord Jcſas by theſe words ſuppoſeth two 
things, as cauſes of the want of fruit in a barren 
{ fp tree, and two things he ſuppoſeth as a remedy. 
FF The things that are a cauſe of want of fruit are, 
1. Tis earth bound; Lord the fig tree is carth 
bound, | + 5 
2. A want of warmer means, of fatter means. 
Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth, | 
Firſt, To looſen the earth, to dig about it. 
Secondly, And then to ſupply it with dung; to 
dig about 1t, and dung it, Lord let it alone this 
year alſo, until I ſhall dig about it. I doubt it is 
too much ground bound; The love of this world, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches, (Luke 14.) lie too 
cloſe to the roots of the heart of this profeſſor. 
The love of riches, the love of honours, the love 
of pleaſures are the thorns that choak the word; 
I. John 2. 15. 16. For all that is in the world the 
luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride 
of life, are not of the Father, but enmity to God. 
How then (where theſe things bind up the heart) 
can there be fruit brought forth to God! Barren 
fig tree, ſee how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe ver 


for 
re 
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Vords, ſuggeſteth the cauſe of thy fruitleſarſs of 
I foul. The things of this world lie too cloſe to 

TW thy heart; the earth with its things hath. pound 
op thy roots; thou art an earth bound ſoul, than 
art wrapt up in thick clay. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him; how 
then can he be fruitful in the vineyard? This kept 
Judas from the fruit of caring for the poor, John 
12. 6. This kept Demas from the fruit of ſelf de- 
nial, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And this kept Ananias and. 1 
Saphira his wife, from the goodly fruit of ſincerity” 4 
and truth, Acts 5.5, 10. What ſhall I ſay, Theſe 
are fooliſh and hurtful Juſts, which drown men in 
deſtruction and perdition; for the love of money is 
the root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. How then can 
good fruit grow upon ſuch a root, the root of all 
evil? Which while ſome covet after, they have er- 
red from the faith, and pierced themſelves through 

with many ſorrows, It is an evil root, nay, it is 

the root of all evil; how then can the profeſſor _Þ 

that hath ſuch a root, or a root wrapped up in ſuch 7 

earthly things, as the luſts and pleaſures, and vani - 

ties of this world, bring forth fruit to Gods | 


Vatil I ſhall (dig) about it. 


% 
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Lord, I will looſe his roots, I will dig up this 
earth, I will lay by his roots bare; my hand ſhall 
be upon bim by ſickneſs, by diſappointments, by 
croſs providences; I will dig about him until he Þ 

- ſtands ſhaking and tottering, until he be ready to 
fall; then, if ever, he will ſeek to take faſter hold. 
Thus, I fay, deals the Lord Jeſus oft times with 

the barren profeſſor; he diggeth about him, hes 
ſmitteth one blow at his heart, another blow at his 
luſts, a third at his pleafures, a fourth at his com- 

forts, avother at his fclf-conceitedneis; thus nge 

diggeth about him; this is the way to take bad 


= 
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earth from his roots, and to looſen his roots from 
the earth. Barren fig tree, ſee here the care, the 


2 if happily thou maſt be made truitful. 
vori I ſhall dig about it, and (dung) i it. 


of better means may be alſo a cauſe thereof.” And 
= this is more than intimated by the dreſſer of the 


will ſupply it with a more fruitful miniſtry; with _ 
warmer word. I will give them paſtors after mine 


ing matter, than is commonly the place in which 
trees are planted. 

under an heart awakening miniſtry ; the means of 
= with heart awakening, heart warming, heart en- 
cCouraging conſiderations ; I will apply warm dung 
to its roots; I will ſtrive with him by my ſpirit, 

and give him ſome taſtes of the heavenly gift, and 

the power of the world to come, I am loth to loſe 


him for want of digging ; Lord, Jet it alone this 


Pear alſo, until 1 ſhall dig our it, and duog it. 
Ve: And if it bear fruit, well, | 


means well beſtowed upon it; and, thou alſo, O 
my God, ſhall be therewith much deligtineld 7 For 


love, the labour and way, which the Lord Jeſus, 
the dreſſer of the vineyard, is ſain to take 2 


As we earth, by binding the roots too cloſely, 
may hinder the trees being fruitful ; ſo the want 
vine yard, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 1 


© own heart, I will dung them, You know dung is a 
more warm, more fat, more hearty, and ſuccour- 


Iwill dig about it, and og it, 1 will bing it 
grace ſhall be fat, and good. I will alſo viſit it 


And if the froit of all my tabours makes this bo 
tree fruitful, | ſhall count my time, my labour, and 


thou art gracious, and merciful, and repenteſt thee 
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of the evil, which thou: threatreſt to bring v pon 
pile. * 17 


1g up 


Theſe words whereſors inform 6, thir if a bar 


ren fig tree, a barren profeſſor; i” now at laſt 
bring forth to God, in hall go wel with that p pro- 
feſſot, it ſhall go well with that poor r Top.” His 
former 3 his former temptiag of God, his 
abuſe of God's patience and long ſuffering ; din mil. 

pending year after year, ſhall now all be forgiven 
him. Lea, God the Father, and our Lord jeſus, 


Chriſt, will now - paſs by, and forget all, Lol fag 
well done, at the laſt. When I ſay to the wick- 
ed, O wicked man, the * 
then do that which is la wf and right, if he walks 


LY 


in the ſtatutes of life, without committing inic ty, | 


he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, Ezek. 18. 31. 
Barren fig tree, doſt thou hear? The ax is Hil to 
thy roots, the Lord Jeſus ptays God to Pare thee: 
Hath he been digeing about thee ? Hat 


come to the point; if thou ſhalt'now: become good, 
if thou ſhalt,” After a gracious manner; ſuck in the 


goſpel dung, and if thou'ſhalt bring forth fruit un · 


to. God, well; but if not, the fire is the alt? Fruit, 


or che fire; fried or the fire, barren. fg tree.” * : 


:r bear-froi; Welli 7 22718 (not F v 7 377 


5 206 — * 


And if vort dea, after that, thou ſhalt cut it down. 


Lis E51 3 


| (And i bot, Kr. The Lord by dns Cf) Heth us 


td underſtand, that there is a generation of Prof 
lors in the world, that are'incurable, dba il} . 

that cannot repent, nor be profited b: y.the mear of 
grace; a generation, I 445 that will recäi 1 RS : 


feſſipn,'but will not bring forth'friut Kaen 
that will wear out the patiepee of God, time and 


tide, threatnings and intereeſſions, judgineaty and 
mercies ; and after af will pe ünfruitfüuf. 


C 


w ſhalt ſurely die; if he. 


'be been ry 
duaging of thee, O barren fig tice ? Now thou art 
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O. the dęſp rate wickedneſs thattis in thy heart E 


O barren pro eſſor, doſt thou hear? the Lord Je- 
ſug ſtands. yet in doubt abogt thee l. Fhere is an 
if). ſtands. yet in the way; I ſay, the Lord Jeſus 
ſtands yet in doubt about thee, whether at laſt thou. 

, tbe good: whether he may not labour in vain; 
ther bis digging aud eren to more 
| | Toft labour, 1 ave her ſpace mg > repent, and 

ſhe 1 not, yy 21», — 

1 Laa 5 I gained time, and ſupplied it with, 
nh —— L laboured in vais, and ſpent. my 
fo for nought, ang herein i in vain. Doſt thou 
barren fig tree? here is yet a dvoſtioa, 

whether n be well with thy ſoul at lat ?. 
I 25 0 g is nothing more exaſperatiog to the mind 
of map, than to find all his kindneſs and favour 
ſhghred; neither is the Lord Jeſus ſo provoked 
with agy thing, as when ſinners abuſe his means of 
grace; if it be barren and fruitleſs under my goſ- 


| 4 i p=3, if i lt turn my grace into wantonneſs; if after 


digging, and dunging, and waiting, it vet remain 
unfruitful, 1 will let thee cut it, do 1-1 
Goſpel means applied, is the laſt remedy for a 


barren PF: feflor;; if the goſpel. if. the grace. of — | 


pel will not do, there; cam be;nothing;expetted,) 


Kat cut it down. Then, after that, thou, halt aut | 


it down. 

O. Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou; that Eileſt the. 
prop ets, and | honeſt them that are ſent unto thee, 
how often would i have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen gathereth-her chickens under her: 
Ky 7 and ye would not? Therefore yout houſes: 

left, unto you deſolate, Matth. 23s; 37. 88 Yet; 
+ cannot be, but that this Lord Jeſs, ho at firſt 


lid pot a ſtop. to the execution ot; his father s juſ⸗ ; 


- Bos becauſe He deſired; to try more means with 
the big. tuce ; 1 fay, it cannot bg. but that an heart 
ſo full of cotnpaſton, : as. ys i ſhould be touched, 


ged ahout it, 


. . y 
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ta behold this profeſſor - muſt, nom be: eut dd] 
Luke 19. 47, 42+ And when he Was gome neat he, 
beheld the . and wept over it, ſaying, if thou; 
hadlt kgown, even thou. at Ieaſt, in ihis thy days: 


the things that belong to ener om: * 
are hid rem thine eyes. oft; ; pa 


2 ++ 4 


RE Elter that, ow dal ant e, ed F 
63 1 28 % 190 
5 "Wi Coil giveth thee oven, there is no intet - | 
ceſſor, no more mediator, no more ſacriſice for ſin:; 
all is gone but judgment, but the ax, but;acarthins 
fearfal looking for of judgment; and ſiery indignia vt 
1647 50 ſhall devour the olyerfaries, Hiebl 10½]é 
26, 35 a 297. 31212 23 
--Barrea-fig #562, take-heet Sas thon odmeſb not = 
to theſe lait words, for theſe words are ia give ne 
5 up; A gaſt: up ol a caſt away i aftexithiar an,, 
ſhalt cut it down. They are as much as if Chriſt} } 
had. ſaid, Fathet, Ichegged far more tame. for is 
barten profeſſora l begged uot fhovidedig ahaue: 
it, and dung it; but now, Father, che time i dute 
the year: iended; the-ſummer is endeds and no 
| good dene: I:have allo tried with my means, wot 
the, goſhel; I haxe digged about its I bara laid al 
ſo the fat and hearty dung of the goſpel tanvy ch 
all.comes to nothing. -Fatber;-I delivermprithasyro- 
feſſor to thecagain, | have. done; E hay done alle 
Lhave done praying and des wuùtingy wih 
theꝛhead of thine ax o lungen : cake hum inteothe: 
hands of juſtice, dd juſtice, do ih lau, deen 
beg for him more. After chat, thou, Halti cuti id 
down: | Wo unto them when deæparHH˙m ih 
Hol. . 12, Now is this prbſeſſot left naked inn: 
_ Gerd, naked-to Godi naked nov ſatan to fin th tic 
law; to death, tb hell, gaked tor julignie ne and io 
the grips of # guilty conſęie nec, and ao chd ronment! 
of che worm that ö anch no chat ſire that 
"WY 


* 


N 
5 never ſhall be ede! Heb. 12. 25. See tchat 
pe reſuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if they eſca- 
ped riot, who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much 
more ſhalk not we eſcape, if we turn away from 
him that ſpeaketh from heaven. From this” brief 
paſs, through this parable, you have theſe two ge- 
neral obſervations. 5 
Firſt, That even when the juſtice of God cries 

out, I cannot endure to wait on this barren pr 

feſſor any longer chen Jeſus Chriſt interceeds he 
da x little: more patience; and a little more ſtriving 
wich this profeſſor, if poſſible he may makt bim a 
? fruitful profeſſor; Lord, let it alone chis· year alſo, 
until I ſhall dip about! it and dung i it; and if ir beat 
fruit, well, &c. | "— 

- Secondly, There are ſome profeſſors.whoſe day. 
ofjprace will end with cut it down, with judgment; ; 
when Chriſt by _ e hath been fed far their. 5 
ſalv ation. „ ni? 
The firſt of choſe vbſereaiond Liſkial paſs; and 
not meddle at all therewith; but ſhalt briefty ſpeak. C | 

to the ſecond, td wir, a g i 3 
That there are ſome piofelſon whoſe day TI 2 
grace will end with cut it down, with judgment. 
when Chriſt by his means duct deen iſed for their 
ae tog 2: io ant ni ne 
T mhis the apoſtle ſheweth in that third Außer | 
of his epiſtle to the Hebrews} where he tells us 
that the people of the Jews after a forty years pa- 8 
tience, and. endeavour! to do; them good by 'the +» 
means appointed for ihat purpoſe, ride end wass 
to be cut down, or. excluded the land of promiſe 2 
for their final increduality'; ſo we fee they could 
not enter in, becauſe of unbelief. Wherefore, 
faith he, I was grieved with that generation, and 
faid; they do always err in their hearts, and they 
have not known my ways; ſo I ſwate in my wrath, BY 
they ſhall not emer into my reſt. As-who-ſhould 


— 


2 53 ) : "MY 


4 +4 


40 


| into my gr ire abh the phages were finiſbed-frotn | 
the fo Kos of e world, Heb-44 2, 3: 4. This 
- word (iH), is the. ſame wit with (they ſhall not) in 
the chapter bęſore. And Where be faith; al- 
though. ghe works were "6piſhed:from the foundati- 
on. ot the World. he giveth us to; underſtaod,, that 
10 pains 8105 are made for th the ſalvati - 
ling gers, and of how: long continuance: ſoever 
5 are, yet the God temptiag.: God provoking, 
= amd. frojrlels. profeilor i is like tg. g without 2 thare 
therein!  Althougl he ES: were: finiſhed from 
ie foundation, pt. the world, Jude 5. 6-1! will 
"3 -herclay G put, you. 97 remembrance, though ye on 
| knew | 3, Raw, that the. Lord,, having ſaved-;the = 
- people 10 tot: tt land of, e wk 
{froycd them rhat t believed in 5847 
that kept not t x cir - ficlt. cltate,..b ug, | Ih wi 
habitatign, he hath reſeryed. ig eyerla | 
node, 755 El 5 che. ja erde 0 "th 2 
AV. an 10 C. t 
R e —— 1 pu of he — d of 


Egypt hy by weir journey: town . Canas 
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type o A cut down, Angels Cong I and 
placed in the heavens i a0 great ſtate and E ; 
n both ae bec .uofruitfyl. t. to God in their 


places, wer cout down; ” men. deſtroyed by God 
(for ſo wen text) "and the angels, reſeryed j 


_ everlaſting. 7 75 under darken 
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And, 


C) 

Vw, in my handling-of this point. 1 all ait. 
eder of the cutting down, or the judgment here 
denounced, as it relpecteth the doing offir bz Ged's 
hand immediately, and that too, with reſpect ty his 
.cafting them out of the world; and not aFirreſpec- 

teth an act ofthe church, &c. and as tö this cutting 
down, or judgment, it muſt be concfuded, that ĩt 


« candor be before the day of grace be — with the 
26y12ree, but atcording to the obſer ration, thete be 
omi profeſſors whoſe day of grace will end with 
e cut it down 3: and according to the words of the 
Ig re&tz theo, after that, thou Halecuf! it down after 


-that;ithat is, after all my attempts and'thtlcavours 


to make it fruitful, after I Have left it, Piven it - 


+ yn with it, and have reſolved®to beſtow no 


s ofꝰgraee; opportunities 5f grace and 
'-graceapor- it; then; then; after that, 


Le — 21 b 35 0 28 
3 aſides, the r g 
— dg hes 
1ow the ES 
ume is thought < Met wori aeg w 
| zii here in thet 


2g np of A pre 
for Gr After that 2 


the decret , that it ſhall Ins; 

ii gathered eg, g fruitleſs all the Faſt | 
year; and at the ent of all de on bit cut 
ting down is not yet 5 for thar comes Wich an after 
word; then after chte Wow ale cut it downs. 
22 Yo then, rhat I may orderly proceed with the ob · 


| Nervarion, I muſt lay down theſe a propoſitions. 


% iBropoſi; I; That the Yay of grace ends with 
ſome-men'befy fore God takes then our! of thiy World. 
10 542 * 228 13 1.5 4 « 
PFropoſi. 2. "The daarh; 61 cutting down of fuch 
"med, will be dreadful. For this cut it John, when 
Ar is underſtood in che Ja eſt ſenſe, fag bete indecd 


| high bi) it ſKeweth, not only the 78 of God 


N ml. but his Warath a- 
galt him — and ſoul; and is as mden as to a9, 
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men before God'taketh 


ed Bis Work. At this zabce Falls'; ht 
lot he envies his brot ef ure vie N55 
opportunity and Kills im“ Now in 1 


Weben God ma Kast 000 Be the Blood" Abel: 


ker this he lived to'matry : a wife, 'V. 1 . 
: * brood, t6 bulld à city 17 


55 1 | 
cut kim off from 4 priviled add b edefits | 
that come by grace; bot va phe ai and that 
which is to come. ö 5 
But to proceed; the day, of grace ends with ſomr | 


em ont of tHis World. 
I ſhall give you ſome: inſtances of "this, 4 and 0 > go 
on to the laſt propoſition. | - 2 
"Firſt; I ſhall inſtance in Cain; Cain was 45 prof 
Hoe} (Gene-4. 3. a ſacrißcer, a 'worthipet* 
the elt 'workipper that we read of igfrer"t! - 
11:4 but his grapes wert wild ones, Gin, . LS 
his works were evil, he did not do hat E d 
from «rue goſpel thbtives3: BENSON iGad difaflowe 


ens act, were the heavchl cioſed ü 
and that 3 did ſcrartin glx an fearfat 1.15 


od ſhalt thou de ftoth the 


And no- cutſed . ſat 
vßer d her mpeg to rective th 


earth; which hath o 


Brother's Hlopd from thy hand, & eu. 4, Bon I» 


12, 13; 14. and Cain Taid, my uit is, great - 
er than 1 ch bear; mine Iniqli y is gta e 

may be forgiven,” Behold. thou haſt driven ime oul | 
this day from the face of the carth, and Ted gin th 92 


face ſall I be hid. Now / thou art cutſed 
Fug u 188 7 20 ie 5 day 0 N45 
om ace be hid a b te 
Have hope, in ther, "Finite from FUE hor Exped Wer 
ey at thy band.” Thi therefore Cain;s day of 
ended; and the heavens, with "God's Ow 1 
here Thur up aganit | dim; yet, a der lie, * . 
jong. Gen 4. 16. cutting down was not <« nde 


(and Where 


d not be quickly doget * by. 
SECS + Yared 2; 


all which 0 


ä 44 CE - 4 


0 56 ) 
coin might live after the day of grace was 
with. gt hundred years. pat 
eee f ſhall — in Iſhmael, Gen. 17 
5-126. Iſhmael was a profeſſor, was brought up 
| 1 3 s family, and was circumeiſed at thir- 
teen years of age, Gev. 16. 12, but he was the: ſon 
of the bond- woman, he brought not forth good 
fryit, he was a wild profeſſor: for all his religion, 
be would ſcoff at thoſe that were better than himſelf. 
Wehl, upon a day his brother Maac yas weaned, 
at which time bis father, made a feaſt, and rejoiced 
before the Lord, for that he had given him the 
Promiſed ſan; at this. Iſhmael mocked them, their 
and Godly-rejoicing.. Then came the ſpirit 
Ae Sarah, "and the eried, calt him gut, 
£aſt out is hond-woman, and. her ſon ; for the ſon 
of this bond woman, Mall not be heir with my ſon, 
aac 28. 21. 9, 10, 11. Now Paul to the 
Fo Pons, chap. 4. 29% 0, 31) maker this 2 


Fw 


A 7 Tale Moſes, giveth us a Nn proof 

g > jo Tying, that when he gied, he 5 
Fey \ 10 ba people, Gen. 25. 17. his prop 9 
Thy mother”: b fide, for he was reckoned fr 

the don of Hagar, the ſon of the ——.— 
Korg the was. deſcended from the Egyptian Gen,. 


66 


i 16 that he was gathered when he died, not- 
andiog h is profeſhon, to che place that Pha: 
blo And his. hoſt were, gathered to, who; were 
digwoed in the Red-Sca, theſe were his peap! 
apdhe was {Ne bj pp ptr and 80 5 
rlecut as they di t now, when 
e 7 of pre rnd, with this, pede ? obſerve, and 
F Sal w you ;. iſhmael was thirtcen years $44 
they . itcumiſed, ot then was Abraham 
nioety bars old and nine, Gen. 17. 24, 25 
Peet: year Tſazc was boin, ſo that lmacl was 12 


paſt. 


* 
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now ſourteen years of age; pow: when Iſaac was 


| . weaned ; (ſuppoſed he ſugk'd font years) by. 
= account, the day of grace muſt, be ended with Ih- 
mae], by chat time he was eighteen years old, Gen» 


25. 12, Ke, for that day he mocked, that dag it 


= was ſaid, caſt him out; and of, that caſting out the 


apoſtle makes what I haye ſaid. Beware ye. youPg = 
barren profeſſors., - Now. Iſhmael lived an hundred 


#4, £4 - 


and nineteen, years after this, in-great tranquillity 


and honour with men ; after this, he alſo... begat 
twelve princes, even after this day of grace was 


5 


Thirdly, I ſhall inſtan 


* ; 
aa e 


ce Eſau, Gen. 25: 7 &c. 


: Eſau allo. Was a profeſſor, he Was born unto 1 aac, 


and circumciſed according to the cultom bur Eſau 


Was a gameſome profeſſor, an huntſman, a man of 


= 3 * „ a 


the field; alſo he was wedded to bis. luſts, which 
be did alſo venture to keep rather than the. birth 

right. Well, upon a day when he came from hunt 
_ ting, and was faint: he ſold his birth right to Ja- 
cob his brother: now the birth, in thoſe days, had 


the, promiſe and bleſſing annexed-to.it, Yea, they 
were ſo entailed in this, that the one could nut go 
without the other; wherefore the apoſtle's caution __ 
is here of weight, Heb. 1. 16, 17. take heed 


(ſaith he) leaſt there be among you a fornicatgr, 
or profane perſon as Eſau, who, for one morſel of 
meat, ſold his birth - right: for ye know how that 
afterwards, when he would have inherited the bleſ- 
ſing, he was rejected; for he found no place of re- 


pentance, tho? he ſought it carefully with; tears. 


now the ending of Eſau's day of grace is to be 
reckoned from this ſelling of. bis. buthright : for 


there the apoſtle points ity leſt there be among you 
any, that lte Ela, ſells his birth right; for then 
goes hence the ble ſing allo- , 4 1 5 
But Efau ſold, his birth tight long: before bis 
:dcath..” Ten lars Gere Jacob was with 


(58. ) 

has (Gen. 31-42. & 32. 6.Yand whe he re- 
turned home his brother Fſay met bim. ' Flrther, 
"after this when" Jatob/dwel again ſome time Wh 
his father; then Jacob and Eſau buried him. I ſup- 
Jed, for ought I lnb above fourſeore years: 

he had fold his bir right, 'and ſo conſequently ha d 
put Himſelf out of the grace of God -- 


ihree 'profeffors: 043 T9778 2» % ne 
©» rſt; Cain an angry veofelior; , Inmaef a tbe 
e, Eſau a luſtful, game ſome one: three fymp- 


His loſts: cannot bring” forth fruit to God. 
a2 diy, The day of grace ended with 'thefe e 
' Feffors' at that time hen they comimirtcg” 
"*grrevious {in ; as Cain, when he kill'd his brblter ; J 
Immael, when he mock'd at Iſaac, &c. and? Eſau, 
hen, our of love to tis luſts, he defpiſed, and fold 
his Hirth rights Beware; barren profeſſor, thou n 
eſt do that io half a quarter of an hour, from the 


2 


* and T | 
*Þ- i2dy, Yet theſe three after their FIR — 
Vas over, lived better lives as to outward things 
than ever they did before. Cain after this, was 
Lord of a Gen. 4. 47. 'Hhmacl was, after 

- this, father = twelve princes, Gen. 15. 16. and 
Eſau, after this, told his brother, I have enough, 
my brother, keep that thou haſt to rhyſelf, chap. 

© 23. 8, 9. Eaſe, and peace, and a profperous life 
in outwards, are no ſign of the favour of God to a 


"wrath, thitakereby Ad my be capable to treaſure 
up more wrath, a ast ati the day of Wrath, and re- 

velauio of the righteous judgment of Cold. 

Let; this much rl proof of rhe fink 


- poſe, Gen. 35. 28, 29 ke might Hve'above! for ory 1 
er 
Three Things 1 wold farther note upon theſe 9 


ms off a barren profeſfor. For he that cad be 
409 75 and than can mock, ard that can "indulge 3 


evil of which thou mayelt t not be delivered for ever 


batren and fruitleſs profeſſor ; but rather of his 


ee - 
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enen 


| our God 8, gue nce ; then he is in dangerg)this/is, F3 F 
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*, 


N 99 „ 
2 1 the day 58 race %% 
fore God 8 65 weg F, üer 
85 chis world.“ 11? 2. VO: 
Nu, then, to thew you, 'by ſom 70 858 N 


pro Soition; namely 
'with ſome men, 


14971 2910 


of may now that the, day i of 's er is ended 
2 10 Feat the barten Profe. or; and 1 Wee 0 
= 2 


egen flown... OG. 1 
He that hath tgod i « out 2270 Goc, 
auh all thoſe means for r fruit, that God 


for rhe making of. him, i zit might have. e 3 


fri tree } in his ne Fo is in this dat From 


„ „ £4 


I +> 


FE” 55 . 


N of 855 fat grace... not gies 
1 N 
fie ar ticulars, 6; 


lt Sign, The day of 5 e is ie be palts 
when a profeſſor | hath. wabliood 00d, abuſed, and worn 


an a lie diltinQly * 60 parti 


provocation ; - then God: ado cut it do wN There® 
are ſome men that Heal i into, a profcihon, go body 
Knows how; even as this fig tree; was  brou -4ata 
the vine yard, by other han than, Go s auch there 


2 


they abige lifclels, Bare cls, careleſs, aach winthour 


any g. Fee e ta Ged;at all. 5, 46 2 
ame. or. the gates, ade 0, on Gr. it, 
bligd ; or 5175 80 t . ghoak the-cherks. 

and. grindiog pangs of zn 99 7 and dilguieted 

con cience. Ow avin 0 in 

like the 77 of Sion, they are at caſe, and, cure; 
aying, hke Agag, 1, Sam. 15; 32: ſurely the bixter» 


peſs of death is m well, ſay 
dad 30 to hedven PR 105 A, theſe. 5 0 
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Finding God comes forth. What haye 1 9994 


| - 5 £--@-) 
ſpends a 


at Every Teaſon of grace, and, at every opportunity 


ſinger, well, barren fig tree, this is but a coarſe be- 


ST. 


mo * # © wv 


into Jaſciviouineſs ! well, he comes the rhird yeat 


for Fro, c be did beste, dar lin he finds But « 
barrer bebe, : now he cries out again, 
Are 


1 A 


i now he begins to ſhake the fig tree with 
| his thieatoing ; fetch out the "ax. Now ihe ax is 
Kad, Gcath chetelofe i Called for ; deathy came 
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0 62 ) 
e promife me to mend? yes ſogeeg, 
vow it too, T Will | ſever” be ſo bad apdin, 

. well, N 45 Gott, death; let this 
| rofeſfor. alone for this tim S: will try hig a 
white 9 he hath, þ „one d, be hath vowed; 
that he Will amend his ys: . may be he will | 
mind to ker . his. pt omiſes, Vows are folemn things, 
it may be Emy fes feat to Break his vows. ' Ariſe 
from off 157 bed. And now G24 Plays down his ax, 


11% 


At rhis the 40 700 is 420, thankful, 0 0 
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tured into'the gd or 45 and there ſees how a 11 
| things are gone to ſixes and ſevens, he begins to 
| hare fecond thoughts, and ſays to his folks what | 
have you, all been doing? how are ail things © out of 
order? I am cannot tell what behind hand'; ; 'one 
may ſee i if a man be bug a line à fide, that Fo 
hive geit er wiſdom Prodegce to order things. 
And now, inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the relt of his 
time to Cod, he doubleth his diligence after this 
Void: alas! all muſt not be loſt, ue mult hay 
Provident care. And thus quite forgettiog the Tor 
rows of dearh, the pains of hell, the promiſes a and 
vous which he made to Cod to be better ; becau 8 

iggment was not now, ſpeedily executed, there- 
fore. the heart of this poor creature is folly ſet in 
| him co do evil. 

3. Theſe things proving. incffeftual, C takes 
hold of his ax again, ſends death to à wife, to a 
child, to his catile, your young men have T "Dain, 

and taken awa your horſes, Amos 4. 9, 20, L Vill 
blaſt him, wy him, difappoint him, and caſt him 
down; and will ſet my 721 290 ainſt him, in all that 
ur * his hand ani; At ris the” poor barren 


A. rr 
profeſſor crics ont agaio, Lord, hate ined; ſpire 

me once more, I beſeech thee. O take not away 
the deſire of mine eyes; ſpare my children, bleſs 
me in my labours, and 1 will mend and be better! 
no, faith Gd, you lied to me laſt time, I will truft 
you in this ad longer; and withal, tumbles the Wife, 
the child, the eflate, into a grave. And then re- 
turns to his place, till this profeffor more dafeigned- 


8 


78. 34, 36. When he flew them, then they fought 
him, and returned early afar 

they did flatter him with their mouth, and unto 
them with their rogghe TT oo on 
4+ Yet again, the Lord will not leave this pro- 

ſeſſor, but takes up his ax again, and puts him un- 
der a more heart · ſearching miniſtry, a miniſtry that 
, hall ſearch him, and turn him over and over; à 
niiniſtry that ſhall meet with him, as Elijah met 


with Ahab, in al bis ads of wickedrefs, and now. ll 


che ax is laid to the robts of tlie tre. Beſides, 


” + 
is miniſtry doth not only, ſearch the heart but 
preſents, the, ſinner with the golden rays of the 
lorious goſpel ;,now in Chriſt, Jeſus ſer forth evi- 
ently, now grace diſplayed ſweetly ; now, now 
are the, promiſes broken like boxes of ointment to 
the perfoming_of the whole room. But, alas! there 
is yet no fruit on this fig tree. While his heart is 
ee he wravgles ; while the glorious grace 
of the goſpel is unveiling, this proſeſſor wags and is 
' wanton, gathers up ſome ſcraps thereof, taſtes the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world 
o come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks in the rain that comes 
oft upon him, ver. 7. but briageth not forth fruit 
meet for him whoſe goſpel it is: ver. 8. takes na 
heed, to walk in the law of the Lord God of Iſrael 
with all his heart,. 2 Kings 10. 31. but counts that 
the glory of the goſpel coafiſt,in talk and ſhew, and 
that our obedience thereto. it. is a matter. of ſpecu- 
lation; that good works ly in good words; and it 
they can finely talk, they think they bravely pleaſe 
God. | They think the kingdom of God confilts 
only in word, not in power; and thus proves incf- 
fectual this fourth means alſo, . - 1 

F. Well, now the ax begins to be heaved higher, 
for now indeed God is ready to ſmite the ſinner; 
yet before he will ſtrike the ſtroke, be will try one 
way more at the laſt, and if that miſſeth, down goes 
the fig tree. Now this laſt way, is to tug and ſtrive 
with this profeſſor by his ſpirit. Wherefore the 
Ipirit of the Lord is now come to him, but not al- 
ways to ſtrive with men, Gen. 6. 8. yet for ſome 
while he will ſtrive with him, he will awaken, he 
will convince, he will call to remembrance former 
fins, former Judgments, the breach of former vows 
and promiſes, the miſpending of former days; he 
Vuoill alſo preſent perſwaſive arguments, encourag-* 
ing promiſes, dreadful judgments, the ſhortneſs of 
| Un to repent in, and that there is hope if he comes 
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him alone, Hoſ. 4. 17. Wo be to thema 

part from them. I will laugh at their 

and will mack when their fear comet he royerds 

4 24. = -28, | 1 en #63 4.4 Ars 

.. Barren fig tree, Thou haſt heretofore been dig - 
gdeed about, and dunged, God's mattock hath herge- 

toſore been at thy roots, goſpel dung hath horeta 


ess) 


Further he will ſhew, him the certainty, of death, 
and judgment to come; yea, he will pull and ſtrive 
with this fioner, But, behold, the miſchief now 
lies here, here is tugging and ſtriviog on both ſides. 
The ſpirit convinces, man turns a deaf ear to God; 
the ſpirit ſairh, receive my inſtruction and live; but 
the man pulls away his ſhouldet; the ſpirit ſhews | 
him whether, he is going, but the man cloſeth+his 
eyes againſt it; the: ſpirit oflereth violence, the 
man ſtrives and 7 clilts;;;they have doge deſpite un- 
10 the ſpirit of grace, Heb. 10 29. The ſpirit par- 
lieth a; ſecond æimes ad urgeth reaſgns of a new | 
nature; but the ſinner anſwers, oo, I have Joved- 
| ſtrangers, and after mem will 10 — At this God's 


fury comes up into his face, now. he comes out of 


his holy. place, and is terrible ; now, hedweareth 
in his Wrath, they ſhell never enter me his reſtz 


Iexerciſed towards ou my, patience, and ſmote 


daf your perſon, relations, and eſtate, yet you 


ave not tutned. to me, ſaith the Lord. o In thy 


flilthineſs is lewdneſs;. becaule I have purged theres 
and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be/p 
from thy filthioels, any more, till I cauſe; my fury to 
relt upon thee, Exck. 24. 13. Gut it, downy why 


be / purged 


cumbereth it the grouod .. 5 


The ſecond lign,, thet ſuch a proſeſſor is almoſt, 
if nar. quite paſt grace,.,is, uhen God ; hath given = | 
him over, or lets him alone and ſuffers him. v0 0 
any thing, and that withayt; controul, and, helpeth 
him not, either in works of, holineſe, or ia ſteaits 


and difficulties. |. Ephraim is joined t idels, let 
nies, 


% gongaintsh ill 
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fore been applied to thee; thou haſt heretofore 
been ſtrove! with, convinced, awakened, made to 
"mafte and ſee, and cry, O the bleſſedneſs! Thou 
haſt heretofore been met with under the word; 
thy heart hath melted, thy ſpirit hath fallen, thy 
:ſoui hath” trembled, and thou fraſt felt ſomething 
of the power of the goſpel. But thou haſt ſin- 
ned, thou dſt provoked the eyes of his glory, thy 
ꝛiniquity is ſound to be hateful; and now perhaps 
God hath left thee, þivenithee® up, and lets thee 
alone. Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy conſci- 
ence ſtartled at the temptation to wickednefs, for 
-thon wert taken off from the polfutions bf the 
world, through the knowledge of our Lord and ſa 
:wivar Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 22, 23. But that 
ivery vomit that once thou wert*turned fform, now 
:thow tappeſt up (with the dog in the nn a- 
in, and what very mire that once thou ſecmeſt to 
de waſhed from, thou art now tumbling in afreſh. 
Bur to · particufarize, there ate three lighs of a 
man d being given over by Gd EG | 
When he is let alone in; rer e 
creins of bis luſts are looſed, and he given up to 
theme And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do thofe things which are not 
nconyenient; being led” with all unrighteouſnefs, 
Nom 11 28, 29. Seeſt thou a man that heterofore | 
ahad the ktowledge of God, and Tome awe of ma- 
jeſty _ him? I fay;/ſceſt'thott ſuch an one, ſpor · 
-Hing himſelf in his own deecivings, Rom. f. 30, 28. 
turning the grace of our God into Jafciviouſnefs, 
aad Waking after his own ungodly luſts? His 
eq uugment now of a long time lingereth not, and 


his damnation ſſumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 13. Doſt 


-thon heut, barreh profeſſor ? It is aftoniſhing to ſee 
-how theſe that once ſeemed "ſons of the morning, 
aud ere making preparations for eternal life, now | 


i 


i CMM 
at laſt (for the rottenneſs of their Hearts, by dle 
judgment of God) permitted, being paſt feeling 


410 give themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to 
Work all oncleanneſs with greedineſs, Eph. 3. 18, 


19. A great number of. ſuch were in the ſirſt poſ- 
pel days; againſt whom Peter, and Jude, and John 
pronounced the heavy judgment of God. Pete 
and Jude couple them with the fallen angels, 2B 


— 
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4 3, 4; . 6. J. ad, praher is forbid ts be ma 
for them, becauſe that is happened to them that 


bappened to the angels that fell, ud. v. 6. Who 


for forſaking their fiiſt ſtate, and leaving cheir o. 


habitation, àre reſerved in chains under æverlaſting 


darkneſs; unto be judgment ef the great d 
1. Thele are beyond all mercy; '21/They-are 


beyond all promiſes. 3. Beyond all hopes of re- 


pentance. 4. They have no imerdeſſor, nor any 


| moreſhare in à ſacriſice for ſin, g There remains 
nothing but a feartul looking fer of judgment. 


"Wherefore, 6. They are the tiue fuꝑitives and ya-᷑ 


gabonds, chat being lefr of God, of Chriſt, of 


graces and of rhe promiſe, and being beyond all 
hope, wander and ſtagger to and fre; & ven. as ae 
devil their aſſociate, until theit time ſhall come to 


1 die, or until they deſcend into battle and periſſi- 


2. Wherefore they let alone in hearing. If 
theſe at any time come under the word, there is 
for them no God, no favour uf the means of grace, 
no ſtirrings of heart, no pity for themſelves, no 
love for their o ſalvation: Let them ek on- 
'this hand or tliat, there they ſee fuch effects of the 
world in others as/produce;figns of xeperitance, and 


love to God and his Chriſt, Theſe men'only'bave 


their: backs bowed dowu alway, Rom. 11.46. 
"Theſe men only have their ſpirit of lainber; eyes 
that they ſhould not ſee, and eats that they ſhould 


not hear to this very day. * Wherefore us they go 
io the place of the holy; fo they come: from the 


* 


. B 
Meteor he holy, and ſoon are forgotten in the the! 
places where they ſo did, Eccl./8,:10. Only they 4 
<xeap this, damage, they treaſure, up wrath againſt 
+ the day of wrath. and revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God, Rom. 2. 3. 4. $6 Look 10 it, 
barren profeſſor, - 
22086 If, 8 ted aber the common way of mas- 
kind, either with ſickneſs, diſtreſs, or any kind of 
calamity, ſtill ao God appears, no Aanctifying hand 
of God, no ſpecial mercy is mixed with the afflic- 
ction. But he falls ſiek, and grows well, like the 
beaſt z ur 15; under. diſtreſs as Saul, who, when he 
7 engaged hy the: Philiſtines, was forſaken and 
left by God; 1 Sam. 28. 4. 5, 6. And the Phili- 
tines gathered themſelves together, and-came and 
-pitched, ia Shunem; and Sapl gathereg all Iſrael 
together. and they came and piiched in Gil 
Ao when Saul ſaw the hoſt of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and his heart gteatly trembled. And 
-when Saul enquired of the Lord: the Lord anſwer- 
ed him no more, neither by dream, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets. Tbe Lord anſwered 12 15 | 
more, he bad done with him, caſt him r 
zjected him,. and leſt: him to. ſtand and fall 7 his 
ſiog by hioaſelf, But of his . in the candluliog, 
OI * bear, oils 24 | 
4. Theſe men may g Ubetber they will, do 1 
what they will hey may range froch opinion 9898 
7 opinion, from notion to notion, from Jett to ſe, | 
dat are Gedfalt no where, they are left to their 
don ugcertainties; they baye not grace to eſtabliſh 
their hearts g and though ſome of them have boaſt · 
ede themſelves of this liberty, yet Jude calls them 
wandering ſtars, to whom is relerved the blackneſs 
. of darknels, for ever, ver. 13. They. are left as 
I. ſaid to be fugitives and vagabonds. in the earth, 
to wander every where, bm to abide. no where, 
untl Wey-thall delcend to r Own, Place, Acts 1. 


5.-wih Cain add-Judas; Wen -t h&fular foie 


{| neſs of his anger, I. will at this time ſend all my 
| plagues upon thy heart. ei iiber n 
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A third ſign, that ſuch a profeſſor is quite paſt 
grace, is, when his heart is grow ſo hard; ſo ſtony 
and impenetrable,” chat nothing will pierce ĩt. Bar- 
ren fig tree, doſt thou conſider? A hard and im 
penitent heart is the curſecof God. A heart that 


hence it ĩs ahat Gud ſaid of Pharoah, Exod 9. 1. 
whem he ſpake of delivering him up in the great- 


Jo ſome men that have grievouſſy ſinned under 
a profqſſion of the goſpel, God giveth ihis token of 
his diff leaſure, they are denied the power of re- 
pentaqce, their heart is: bound / chey cannot repent; 
it is impoſfible that they ſhould repent; ſhould they 
live a thouſand years; it is impbſſible for theſe fall - 
aways to be renewed again unto repentance, ſeeing 
they .crucify-to/ themſelves the ſon of God afreſh, 
and put him to open ſhame, Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. Now: 


{ to have the heart ſo hardened, ſo judicially hard- 


ned, is as a bar put in by God againſt the ſalvati- 
on of this ſinner; This was the burden of Spira's 


complaint, I cannot do it, O no I cannot do it. 


This man ſees what he hath. done, what ſhould: 
help him, and what will become him, yet he can- 
not repent ; he pulled away his ſhoulder before, 
he ſtopped. lns ears before, he ſhut up his eyes be# 
fore, and in that very poſture God left him, and 
ſo. he ſtands to his very day. 1 have fancied that 
Lot's wife when turned into a pillar of ſalt; Gen. 
19. 26. ſtood yet looking: over her ſhoulder, or- 

elſe with her face toward Sodom; as the judg- 


ment caught. her, ſo it bound her, and leſt her a 


monument of God's anger to after generations. 
We read of ſome. chat are ſeared with an hot 
iron, and that are paſt feeling; for ſo ſeared per- 
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ſons in ſeared RO. are. Their conſcienoe is ſear- 


ed, 1 Tim. 4. 2. The conſcience is the. thing that 


muſt be touched with feeling, fear, and remorſe, 


i ever any good be done with the ſinner · How 


then can any. good he done to thoſe whoſe conſci · 
ence is worſe than that, that ĩs faſt aſlerp in ſin? 
Eph⸗ 4: 19. For that conſcience; that is faſt aſleep; 
mg yet be effectually awakened: and ſaved; but 
bat — ww is feared, dried, as it were, 
into a cinder, can never have any ſenſe, feeling, 
or the leaſt regrete in this world. Barren fig tree, 


hearken, judicial hardening is dreadful. There is 


. difference. betwixt the hardneſs of heart that is 


incident to all men, and that which comes upon , 


ſome as a ſignal or ſpecial judgment of God; and 
although all kind of — of heart, in "ſome; 
ſeoſe, may be called a judgment, yet to be hard- 

ned with this ſecond kind, is a judgment peculiar 
only to them that periſh: an hardneſs that is ſent 
as 2-puniſhment for the abuſe of * received, for 


a reward of apoſtacy % fn: 
This judicial — is \ difiorered- Hives that 


which i is incident to all men, intheſe.particulars 


1. It is an hardneſs coming after ſome great E 


Jeht received: becauſe of ſome great ſin commit - 
ted againſt the light, and the grace that gave it: 


Such hatdnefs as Pharoab had; after the Lord had ; 


wrought = moan before him; ſach hardneſs as 
nie Gentiles! had, an; hardneſs that darkned the 

Heart, an hardneis which made their minds repro- 
bate; i Tbis hardse is alſo the ſame with that the 


Hebrews are cautioned to beware of. Heb 3. 7. 7 
Sec. an. handiicſs chat is cauſed by :unbelief, and de ·- 
. ſrom the ring God; an hardneſs complea- 


ted ahrangh the geceitfulnefs of ſin; ſuch as that 
In the provocation, of whom God fo ware, that they: 
ſhould nat enter into his reſt. Twas this kind of 
hardaeſs - alſot that boch Cain, -Ihmact and Eſau 
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were et with aber they had eonitinotchet" 


great tranſgreſſions. | 211102 30} is. £2 n4 
2. It is the greateſt kiod of handneſa and thence: 


1 


> 
k oy 
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it is ſaid to be harder than a rock, Jeb. F. 3. or 

i- than-an adamant, Zech. 5: 13. — is, ere 

2 Ja flint; fo hard that nothing can enter. 
3. It is an hardneſs given in mncli anger «a 
chat to biad the ſoul up in an r 48 of 6% 
„ pentanee. ger e 1 SINE ; 
„ 4. It is an 1 4 3 that is incupable; df 
„which a man mult die and be damned. I. Barten F 


8 proſeſſor, hearken to this DS 000% 
8 A fourth ſign that 2 8 is bite yal 
n grace, is, when he fortifies his hard heart agaidſt 
d the tenor of God's word, Job 9. 4. This is called 


E/ hardening, themſelves againſt God, and tut ning of 
5: the ſpirit againſt him. As thus, when: after a pro- 
r: WE fcilion of faith in the Lord qe ſus, and of the doc 
t trice that is according to godlineſs, they ſhall” em- 
r bolden themſelves in couries of fin, by promiſing 


7 


themſelyes that they ſhall have life and ſalvation” 
vatwichſtanding-. Barren profeſſor, hearken to this. 
This mas is called, Deut. 29. 18 A root that 
bcareth gall and wormwood, or a poiſonful herb; 
ſuch an one is abominated of God, yea the abhors* < 
| red of his ſoul; for this man faith; ver. 191 Thall I 
have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination 0%jůnn 
| ſtubbornneſs of my heart, to add drunkenneſs. to 1 
| thirſt; an opinion flat againſt the whole wprdbofi 
Cod, yea againſt the very nature of God himſelf. 
Wuerefore he adds, Deut 19. 20. Thetasger of 
the Lord, and his jeaſou ſy, ſnall ſmoak againid that 
man; and all the curſes that are written in God's” 
# book ſhall lic upon him; and God ſhall blot out nis 
name from under heaven. 1 

Yea, that man ſhall not fail to o be effectually Yous 
pez. ver. 21. T be Korg thall TO that/ 
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ding to all the curſes of the covenant. 
him up, he ſhall Jeave him to his heart; he 


be too hard for him. 
Now this judgment is effected when God has 


given a man up unto ſatan, and given fatan leave, 
without fail, to compleat his deſtruction. 1 ſay, 


v ben God has given ſatan leave effectually to com- 


pleat his deſtruction; for all that are delivered vp ” | 
| _ ſatan, have not, nor do not come to this end. 


But that is the man, whom God ſhall ſeparate to 


evil, and ſhall leave in the hands of ſatan, to com- 
5 pleat, vithout fail, his deſtruction. 


1 Thus he ſerved Ahab, a man that ſold himſelf 


to work wickedneſs in God's ſight, 1 Kings 22. 25. 
And the Lord ſaid, who ſhall perſuade Ahab, chat 
he may go up and fall — — ? And one 


ſaid on this manner, and another ſaid on that man- 


ner; and their came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood be - 
fore the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſuade him, 
1 Kings 22. 20, 21, 22. And the Lord ſaid ab 


bim, wherewith? and he ſaid, 1 will go forth, and If 


be a lying ſpirit in the-mouth of all his prophers. 


And he ſaid, thou ſhalt perſuade him, and prevail 
alſo; go ſorth and do ſo. Thou ſnalt perſuade Wi 
| bim, and prevail; do thy will, I leare bim i in _ | 


band; go forth; and do ſo. 


"Wherefore i in theſe judgments, the Lore much * 


concerns himſelf for the management thereof, be- 


cauſe of their provocation of him. I his is the man, 
whoſe ruin contriveth, and bringe th to paſs bythis 


own contrivance. I will chuſe theig deluſions for 
them; I will bring their ſears upon them. Ifai. 66. 

hb I will chuſe their devices, or the: wickednels 
that their heart contrite. I, ever L will cable them 
to be accepted of, and delightful to them. But 


x 
ICY "> 
© OT. 
Ry 24 0 
Pal 


Ie ſball ſeparate Him unto evil; he ſhall 4 give 
all 
ſeparate him to that, or thoſe that wilt afuredly | 


* of all the tribes of Iſrael, aceor- | 


We 
3 b 

:.,+ "5 

. "a 


9 . 

1 
FA 

-— -_- 

5 2 

"© [ 


5 
We. 
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Becauſe, they receiyed nt the love. 013 ach > 
that they might be ſaved; for this cauſe God ſhall 
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ſo ? That they all might b bean nes by 


them, who „ got the trut 


ſure in e 2 Theſſ. 55 bby 15 
© There is nothing more” provoking 59 v4 
than for a man to promile, when Gvd tibetnech; 
for a man to be light of conceit, that he ſhall be 
4 than in former 
days; this man's ſoul Eta 755 truth of, Cad, no 
marvel therefore if Cog's ſou oh e Je has 
invented; a way contrary to God, to bring ab out | hi 
own falvation,z no. 1e Tels therefore, Af; God is den 
A "Ay. to baus g ab bone | his 5 Rat Jeciog 
theſe rebels are, at this, point, we Aye peace; 
God will ſee who bo word ball f / eng . 
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againſt the Lard, 85 0 Pur po 2 N his - 
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or fi els. het 7 otne tt Aub h Koeln 
wg ec ate added" 2 e e of 't thoſe 
eithet will or can, by: any, j,means, be froirfal, 
foro 5 bly petiſt. Now. being come to the 
I hall fpeak a word to that al- 


wn pt bs en fig tree over. to the juſtice of God, 
9 tbprofitablenels.” "Shs | 
che ite en l down, 5 
Two Agel ate is be net 
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100 the eternal” God. Th words therefore, 


ator; through whom atone falt dba comes, and bj 
whom alone execution hath been deferred,” no 


ore ſo Ay to do 
cher, tô try for his recovei 
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the living og God, 'Heb 
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ment by which, this execbtidn is 481 he and th 

death, compared here to an ax? 58d foraſmy 

| the tree is nbt feſſed at 6h Seren 

ſtrokes are here continued, till. all the blows, 
ſtruck that are requiſite” for 1 17 felling; or 

cutting time, and entting work 8 
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e ready ſaid, Gghify that Chiilt the medi- 
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hall take the wicked(h umy{ , 49d; 
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chou malt eut-it downs. dee the 29k 


that God often uuſes, where with to take the bar; 


fg tree out of the ue yard. out; of a profeſpon, 
— out of the world at oe. Bot is ax i new- 


it cometh well to the — 
2 — 1 . RE L 


me law, by a formal! profeſſion, 


moſt, and: will ger = NM —— 
natural life, but: in the beam — 
this profeſſor;: the vngegrof 

— n Cor. At! g 
not tb this man a he deth he ons nd = : , 
without his ſting, but with open mouth, in a EE 
firengths; yea, whe: ſends. bis Aſt horn, | 
guilt; te derdur his rengths and; a wy x 230 : 
the king of terrors. Job 18% BAA bas has 
Eut to give ou, in a bew pacyoulais, the Manges 


of chis mn dying. 15 aps yn; ili, n dee 
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1. Now he hath his fruntle fruits eleague 


round his bed, together n le- 


gions uf his other wickedpels, 


— gun iniqunies 
he: ſhall be bold d- 
en 'inithe cords oft his ee 0 Hate 
— per * 17 4 
gate to the perplexing, 8 tert ing. 
ty obaſeienec Ge eo 
e eue ſhall, he alraid ficht. G . 
8 Jo 29% 22. 4 TE 11 DAS 2:2809 cho & +l x: 
Þ The dark entry he * ogthrough, e | 
a {ore — unto bim: or fear alt be. 5p) 
the. way, Ecc] 12. 5 Fe#4-Veſrorh will take b | 


oo him, hen he Halli ſee>;the; yawning jaws 'of 
| dearbito gape ſupon him, and the; door 
dow of death open to gie him paſſa 


of the ſha- 
ge out of the 


world. Nawiiwho will met ein this dack en- 


try; how ſhall I paſszheoagh Shis AK Ser into 
another, world? # mm zd il 3d bigs 


c ny tcalon e g aht of or 


0 76 o 
Sende; his fe will hang is contiotial doubt. before 
Him, and lie al be aftaid day and nightꝭ Deut. 
SY ER have no —— of his liſe, 
Cons ulld want wilt come upnagainſt him, he 
oP like au armed man. ( Fhere is 4 ter- 
Ale army to Hm tur is ꝑraceleſs in heart; and 
Frifitlefs it life. rh want wilt <comtinually cry in 
mme ears p Here iw birth wanting, a few: 
aud u new yirity vantieg: chere is faiths ; 
_ fore and «4 "rhe. fear of: God, asd a 
G de e, -wihtio : thou art ueigh- 1 

Fe 


asd art: nbd! wanting; ne | 
37. ; 10-174 N10 Hi ad ,n 6:44 id 101: 
0 FL Together with theſe, ſtand by the coinpant; 
00 bf death, death and hell, death and devile, death 
and endleſs torment in the everlaſtingflames of des 
vouring fire. When God ſhall come u unto the 
7 he will invade them with 772 ee Hab. 
| Loy "Eb een el ei ring = i 9 
But how will this man die? Cad his heart non, 
endure, or cad his hands bei ſtrong ? Ezekk 22.14 · 
r: God; and Chit, und- pity have left him: fin 
againſt light, agdinſt-mercy, and'the long ſuffering 
of God, is come up agaiuſt him: his hope and con- 
fidence, now lye a dying by hun, and his conſci · 
ence red und ils et continually within him. 
2. Heath is at tine Work, cutting of lin down, 
heęwing boch back and heart, both body add ſoul 
afunder : the man Þroans, but death hrars him not; 
he looks ghaſſiy, 'earefully; dejectedly; he Gghs, 
he ſweats, he trembles, but death matiers nothing. 
3. Fearſul cogirations havnt him, miſgivings, 
Guefal apprehenſions of God terrify-hings Now he 
hath time to think hut the loſs of heaven will be, 
And what the torments of hell will- bez no _ 
J60ki ho way but he is ſrighted. 
4. Now would he live, but may not: he * 
kre i it were oa t the fle ot a bedrid man, 


„ - CA WAJLETS. by 
but muſt not. He that cuts him down, ſways him, 
as the feller of wood ſways the tottering tree; now 
this wav, then that : at laſt a root breaks, an heart 
ſtring, an eye ſtring. ſnaps aſunder. 

5. And now could the ſoul be annihilated, or 
brought to nothing, how happy would it count it- 
| ſelf? but it ſees that it may.not be, Wherefore 

it is put to a wonderful ſtrait ; ſtay in the body it 
may rot, go out of the body it dares not, Life 
is going, the blood ſettles in the fleſh ; and the lungs 
being no more able to draw breath through the 
. noſtrils, ar laſt out goes the weary trembling ſoul, 
_ whois immediately ſeized by devils, who lay lurk- 
ing in every hole in the chamber for that very pur= 
_ poſe; his friends take care of the body, wrap it 
up in the ſheets or coffin; but the ſoul is out of 
their thought and reach, going down to the cham» 
bers of death. 2 „„ 
L had thought to have enlarged, but I forbear : 
Cod, who teaches man to profit, bleſs this brief and 
plain diſcourſe to thy ſoul, who yet ſtandeſt a pro- 
| feſſor in the land of the living, among the trees of 


bis garden. Amen. | 
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Spit Xt of peace. n % net 
1 19 d 24d Sd bo iind ad: vd 
E Eloved; religion.! is the: great, bosch of) human 
2 ſocioty, aud it Mere well ifi felt were kept 
Vvithin the hn 0, d⁰e,ν and that iti may do; be, 

let as, \actordidg t hο detti uſe g u maſtſſ en 
deaviours:tockeeeptbeanity of tha ſplirit ig ae hon 
obipeaqer> us 5181) 50) 03 1bolls bo lad: 
Pheſe werds icontaie: a; &aoantiong 
alle einern ee 
ſpirit ; the caution is, that we do it if te undi of 
as 4 fherfhould: on would have you Jive 

ib neity,:beq yet:l: unnd base yemmta be garefal 
_— nat p ente been 1 
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Firſt, 1 ſhall open the 9. of bega 7 
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Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew- wherein>this ui ap | 
cace ü * 2 1 $4. H A 54 K fit 
Tbirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew you the froits and benefits 
of it, together with nine iaconveniencies and miſ- 
chiefs that attend thoſe churches where unity and 
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rections and motives for the obtaining of them. 


Furt, as touching the ſenſe of the text : when we 
are cougſelled to keep the unity of the ; ſpirit, We 
rte not Io dbdeérltand the fpiritinf Gd, as perſdi - 
ally ſo conſidered; becauſe the ſpirit of God in that 
ſenſe, is oot c able of beipg divided; and ſo the 
_ verde weed for 05 tn endes ot to keep the 
unity of it. 

By the unity of 1 ſpirit then, we are to voder- 
ftand;! that nt of mint whichothe ſpirit of 
dals for and e. "chriſtians to endeavouu — 

ter henes ix itstſfat we are echotedyby une: ſpiritʒ 1 
with/sne:mine, 50 ſitive toßether for'thes faith fk 
the goſpel, Phil! £11270 Brrfurther3-thezapoſtte:ih *? 
theſe words alludes to the ſtate and compoſnion 

ofa/natural body,cand thereby infortus us, thatithe. | 
myſtieab bedy of Ghrilt bolds an dnalegy with whe 
taturulcbody fn alan . ang: 2 0010557 2:7 ; i 
573 YI thethatura body tbere muſt de a ſpirit 20 
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James ad 26./10;Mis in the my ti of Chriltg 
the apoſtle no ſooner tells us of that one body, but 
he miuds us vß ſthad one ſpiritꝰ Ep. qulges 72. 

0: 8% Thebqdyoimrh:!joiors ang hand: to abitg all 
the parts; ſoichidiii.che:myſticalotimdy! of :Chatt, 
Col. 2. 19. this is that bond of peace mentioned 
in the tdktib ab ,alfo.in 4h! a 6th gain the fame 


chapter, w 255 the wliaidzbodgas ſaid to be fitly 


joined together, and compacted, by that which e- 
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expire i how needful. is it theo that we.cpdcarour 
the. anity of tþ e! em. the bond Aer "ob 
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"Secondly, 1 now n to new y 15 wherein this | 
. unity anch peace Fooliſh, and this I all demonſtiate 4 
in five particulatz, 2 
1. Thys unity and peace 17 85 wal, in the, j ig- _— 
norance of many | truths and in the holding of ſome 
N Ferrer "Or. elſe his duty of 208 ny cope b 
on- 


not be practicable by any on this. jy 
but we. mult nor endeavour the unit ty Pe ſpi pirit, 
ill we comg io the unity of; 955 1 0 5 a 
— the 18 1 of God, Fog WO 
now, 253 le ſaith,. 97 1257 , part agd © 
we propheſy, in 4 and 44075 we.fee tig a 
darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. and as this 18 155 in K 
1. we may find I true if we deſcend ul 


IJ 


| af jrUch 
Es 
"208 FF on a bg 
0 357 wh, Wy, 165 ec hs xt they 
if he would at this tim ref erde | 
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Kingdom, 20 vhey thought, ſhor $ terp = 
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they could not no . 12, and thittheſe 

"Were im Fat op fin 5. 1 af ere 

Be is diſeourſin 91 rh eee e 
then adds, 


hich they could nvi if e cpo peas ; 
con not ar: eu * 
25 cotnforter to lead them into all tinth: Which! 
impfies, tharthey were yer ignorant of many 1 l 
An "conſequently held divers errors; and yet for 

all this he prays for, and preſſes thein ro their great 

e of * and unity, John. 14. 27. and 17. 


be added that of Heb. 5. 11. where ? 

Be ns author hor lac, he had many things 2 fay of tbe 
Prieſtly office of Chriſt, which: by. reafon' of their 
dulneſs, they were not capable to receive: as alſo 
that in Ads, 10. where Peter Teetns'to be ignorant 
1 of chat truth , viz. that the goſpel was to be preach- 
dd to alf natjons; and, contrary thereunto, he er · 
red, in thinking it vnlawful to pteach amon nglt the 
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*Gentiles. 1 that add two text „one in 1 505 
1. 9. where we read that thoſe Es les which hat 
been diſciplined and baptia d b Bae were yet 
ignorant of the Holy Ghoft, and knew not, as the *! 
tent tells us, whether there were any Holy Ghoſt 
vr no, tho” Jobn did teach conſtantly, that be that 
fhould come after him, 3 che 


5 | ( I 
Holy:Ghoſty dd: with fire. :.Fromihenes Ae 
caſuy add plain nies; chat Chriſtiand mag beige! 
_ avaprofimanycruthl, boreaſor off weak 26d dull 
_ capacnies,;andetberiſvets like im en. 
—_ whitctthcale inks Aerwith much yHineſ delivers: 
daa m Again, nerd, Hob35/19, of lomet 
| on were unſkilful in the word ofytighttouſnels,- 
who ['neverrhelcſs are ealled babes id Qhvitt- and 
__ withrwhord rn ag ru 
aud maintained? 224. 34, o e 97e 1 
| daa gls ths unity; ic peace: may" coh fil in the ig · 
nofkandoe tif man truibs, and ĩa the hokdt dl. ſome 
_ etrods} ſpitiniatbconliſt with, and it t confilt 
without, the believing and ptactiſing : Hoſe things 
vihicia are nicuſſur y to tene and — 
muniom ; and they are, firſt, believing; cem Chrilt 
we dam vf God died ſor che lg of men Setondly. 


Thau Roever believerh; oughe to be Uüptized e? 


the thin thing eſfential to this cominuaibn, in am 
holy and blameleſs converſatiun- 6 , 
A2 1vPiiſtyThar believing that the Ton'sf Cod died 
ſot che ſins of men is neceffary to ſalvatidd, I prove 
 byithole tens Which tells us, that be that dotn 
bekeve ſhadl de damned, Mark 16. 16. John 3. 
.. ˙ ͤ».. 
That ie is o necefary to chuteh communion, 
appears from Matth. 16. 16, 17, 18. Peter ha- 
ing” ' coofelt that Chriſt was the ſon of the living 


God, Chriſt thereupon: affures him, hat upon this 3 


rock, viz. this prbfeſſion of faith, ot this 'Qhriſt 
which Peter had confeſſed, he would baild his 
church, und 2 of hell ſhould not prevail . 
gaiuſt it. And, 1 Cor. 3. 11. the apoſtle having told 
the Corinthians they were God's building, preſent- } 
by adds, that they could net be built upon any 

dation but that which was laid which was 
Jeſus Chriſt. ' All which proves, that Chriſtian ſo - 
ciciy * Be? of Chriſt. And 
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not only ſeriptuta, Hut the laws bicright:!Dcalodi : 
_ diftargrtbs;tbat:fomerates N 
ſervedt ſeratbe fipedivg ofca}l: fact 
bean e 
comes tb paſzothiat to O Ghai ame -Loand- ao - 
head! ob chriſtians, is, elſenial, coghe founding os 
| chriſtian ſocie\yk, bio, 5d ui {11 Mev 515% 181 
! Secondly; Thws ferimtures have dedlated that cds 
faith givts abærprofeſſors af it d night ta baptiſmizag 
ia the 2 of the Eunuch, Acts. Sbarhen he den 
manded whe: might not be baptized 2 Philin an- 
ſwers,: that i be believed, with ahi hearts he 
might: the Eunuch he reupon chnfeſßng Cbeiſt, 
was hap hid a 10 void li onodiin | 
Nove that baptiſm is effentialito drein cammmiiiĩ⸗ 
| 0n, pram fewer Cor. 12, where wethall fa, 
1 ing to prevent am evil uſe thatunightbs 
ade oh ſpiritual, gits, as hereby to he puſt wp3cantl 
| — think atiſucbas wanted them, were riot of thee 


| body, or to be eſteamed members he therewſor 


reſolvegCthatrwhoerer- did eobfeſs Chriſt, ani n 
bim for his: hdad, did it by me ſpirit; vᷣegſtʒ 233 
and nat iouly begauſe they hate by the: guidancté 
and dire chan ofthe ſame ſpirit bees baptized; verſa 
13. For by one ſpirit we are all baptized : int ave 
body, & . I nee not go ahnt gnInje thatino- | 
tion that ſome: of late have had of this text, vip. 
That the baptiſm here ſpoken; of, is the baptiſm; of 
the ſpirit, becauſe you have not owẽdd and derlar- 
ed that notion as your judgment, bot on the con. 
trat y. all of you that I — conyerſed with, have 
declared it to be underſtood, of baptiſm with water, 
by the direction of the ſpirit; if ſo, then it follows, 
that men and women are declared. members of 
Chriſt's body by baptiſm, apd cannot be by ſcrip- 
| ture reputed and eſteem'd ſo without it; which fur- 
|, .ther appears from Rom, 6. 5. where men by bap- 
uu arc ſaid to be RO into the likeneſs of bis. 


15 56,95 


with bienbkebaptiſis AH hie ctogothenowiths 
the e2ngotiofel ahibianss foare ftw.in tlieſa las 


times cxccpred, do prove that baptiſm is neceilhny 
wad ines g pn ih H, hf Chat. - 
Third los Haligeſes ofJiſeiis gfſainial $0-churahtr. 


_ Clyiſk-lounded a shumb/inihe world; via. HThat 
mes Wight therebp.be whechedwers and Re e 
falling zthat. t an þq; orentakewbwithia; fault, he 
that is ſnnuab rights teſtore dhim. & that b A 
means. men and women.omight be perſerved with» 
out blame; to the comingiof & hriſt And:the:graee © 
ef. God geachethys togtaꝝ gegelineſs and ward = 

ly duſta, anch ro line e ſeba anch wprighsly. in chig 

pre ſent/e xi Noi ld Die. ̊ And Jes dyery 
one thatinames the name gii te, Lord departabrom 
104q13Yþ.,/2; TA. 2. tg. vd James te lis us, ſpeally 
ing:ot hg hi ſlian religion, that pace teligiang: and 
undghled heſote God, i vit the, fathcaleſiand 
widowg in their affliction, and 10 keep. ourſcleesant 
Jpaxred.yfrqm,.the- world 2 Jana: L. 127o:from-all 
hight together with; many mats dexia tat migbt 
ba; pxoduged, it appeafs, that aan unhaly:'aadipror 
lane lite is jnconſiſteat wich ch iſtian relig a an 
Jocietys and that holineſs- is ęſſegtial: to ſalvation 
andacafchyoommunion : ſothattheſe ghrogthings, 
faith, baptiſm, and a . ifs, as li laid before afl : 
ehyrehgs maſt agree and qunitr in, as thoſe thing 
which whey wanting, will deſtroy theit being. Apd 
ler not. oy think, that hem E ſay, belieriag dhe 
ſon df God. died for the figg of men, is eſſential to 
ſalvatioq and church-communion, that I hereby 
would exclude all other articles of the chriſtian 
.crecd, as not neceſſary, as the belief of the reſur- 
rection of the dead, and eternal judgmest, & 
vhich, for, want of time, I omit to ſpeak particular- 
V, and the rather, becauſe I underſtand this great 


2 t 6 ben [ 


ion, bacaple is; [reds te be tht: reaſeo avi —@ * 
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Sor of God died for ti fav 
dive of alÞ others; Ani thac 
u dab ende alf ohen at tielb tha y eafiljoboinfers 
main n #1 ringed a gvoty 09 b¹νjẽne zum 
Fund bete woldStorbes; üstaken annie? Pheld 
: there were borkiho ate i for chriſtians" es praiſe, 
nennt fay chis d off char is requiſite · 26/church- 
ecoechmumon zl fUr veryrweltky w tar OCHriſt r69 
dus maoyret dus datter we u em- 
Vers. of all his body avtiichy if welkadbifghormhy- 
| Hieloully teſuſe, may de tis chaſe; nov Un of e 
cn ,,ec̃un —— — * theſe ar 
8 $236 re DI bei a mor of 
being Sf chutehes ne RAID ie 
hc fn believe whien iA 
 receive-the piſs: ofthe Site is” — 
te intreaſe and EH ing of Gd, an '\60t MIt 
| thereby they mighe fe dem of the boly-ofiChrif; 
For tun they wert Before Andido nov ankert 
Idee laing dn ef hau) das no wpoſetied n- 
ſtitution, Werbe 7 fry, Men are thereby mide 
membets. of Chrift'bbdy,o becauſe, Pay, BRAS - 
is ge eſfential to ehofek communiort; why” , 
wv htl be agamſt a fire in the eNininey;; be. 
caſe tay it maſt not be in the thetch of the Rouſe? 


eviifider ther how pernicious tidy 5645 de makt 


| td be 


every doftrine;} ho tue, the bond ef communion; 
This is chat ——— add — _ 
Auen malt be perſe@beforc they can be n pen 
Fort do we not ſee daily that” as Toon as mem 
welerar underſtanc ing of the mind of God — 
e beft- of what they hold; chat 'preſently- allem 
vie excommunieable; if not damnable;' that don 
agree with them J do not Tome believe and ſee-rhur WM 
pride and covetouſneſs, whieh others do not, 
beeaule; it may be, they have more narrowly and | 
diligently ſearched into 12 duty of theſe _ 
than others have ? what then, muſt all men 


m_ 


ate bot o nrg aeg beiorincbuf dhe fr der nee 


dat more Moder ation is Appafe P A&P ebf 
cerhments owe. found mon chnrefret; Y Bar” 88 


a2 dõ the j not Gul. kreten ee gers 97 
che bady dfHChefft? Agde, eerd f She 


Aud d vu het then believe; and'do, Jew 
ef thoſbithatdiffet from ol hetfih, 38 yr 


bow ngedful- hen is it fer chriftiens'to' diltic 
_ everthey ' would be at'peace 20 vhity, berwe 


| pore a ag nor affected 
_ ihdifputable things we all agree ib * we all knaw: 


jj; 9k; «?[( dd ]ð§i! a ods net een oh ac l EB & > i as 


: — and that God Hark brdame 


09 H 
„be exbothtntened4od687 Wade 19 be will 


forbid; cha if they ſhould come Bot Kerdkd, tilt 
we ob f 48 dee ne ae #fatihe T 
ebinmeticate with ſuch” 220 {| becable'U 
proud and ſupet huous in che! . ae 
5, Letome appèa b vo [deb, ce heat | 

12 ff 


there was dtex dim iger ARE d 
baptized; -whetcin chey' dd: bot 885 
en of hands a duty ?' and Uf ee) 


you mms well deere che Hardy a, 885 
tert öf pride” and covetoufielst as yow-1 h 


believe, at y were true members 0 


tho! lefg perfect! hy then ſhowld- — x ut) 


of yourſelves when you were ap they 5045 1 


thoſe ryilths which are ſehen a8 Chüfe 
nion, and theſe that are not EB GH: 


, wnity and e e wm 
one ſubuldet, te practiſe and put Ih bution thi 
Phil. pr @ i» 9700 0 


things we do know: 


_ whertid' we have attained; let vs yn of the Gan 


rule, let us inind the ſame things,” be K is it 


— cal ebuſume us; and our ce time, ; 
ile we are ne ap. 


doubrfut and dilpurabe, 
with the” practiſe of tho 


ere to be the great command, and yet how fe 
tee to pracliſe it ? we all know the that labour 
the word and doctrine, are ok of double 
mat they 


(8305) 
big preach he-golpsl dhould dia gf.the- goſpel, 
ele hies hoer , bevecarilled as them; 


Abo hetein zobut where's your zeal a9:progy 
| Me? Obs e wor is be with-ebarahes, if they 
ee 10 „ ke the great ad plain, 
and colt! y Wed! 


. Loi the: more -chargable 
rein as.they. are fer things 


* : ybrfyl or — ary, or that gt eO harge to 


00 8 e 1 
tho} chat maychet too. great a- price ſor the 
his the r6haſe wu it? 5 0 51! to. on 
555 ae — Wege f b tha. men tha; 
nee Apel, ee it like workmen-thas 
ne dg, — how ape 9 75 

cd V prese nes COR 

ſeg they peak, of, what they ſay, or, whereaf 
ey.afhirm ? _ w. few. give, nee, d fhudys 
that they. may. be approged ? how few. meditate ant 
Ae themlelyes 1 Fheſe -pings,\thar-#heir;proſcing 

8 Fa appear. ic. 485 mh. bon desde, eee 

he rh; „At bs paitei.20, pradiiſe 
e things ene ould tare more 
talcnts,'let us all agaee,a0 improve. thoſe; we bave. 

"See 42 ſpirit Was amog the primitiyeæ prdie Orrs, 
ok 1e andy bgljexing how Much it concern- 

hem in, eee e r, do ſhew 
f. bah love 10 one another that ſq all might know 
them to be Chriſt's, dilcip)es, xather; than, there. 
be any ande among them, they ſold 
they had: O how;zcalaus were theſe o ptac- 
4.5 and wü one ſhoulder, to do what was upon 
there hearts for God! 1 might further add, how . 
often have we agreed. in our judgment; and hath. 
it not been upon our hearts, that this, and th the o- 
ther thing is good to by done, to en cen the ork. 
world. and to repair the breaches ie ge 
GP thoſc churches that * 2 gaſping, 


LSPs; 
tion, 


amen agree in em, and ate ei,, of = 


= aLlingitbſthat/ of the, 


— 


| : (8 * : 
aud among whom the ſoub of relipion is 

Sur: hands we more: than talk of them do 

moſt dedlino theſe things when they eher call 


ag 


ot their, purſes, ori their per ſont its: help in leis = 
and ſuch like workstas theſe)? let us then in whit -- 


wwe know, unite; that we may pdt ix i prediſeyres 
n-:mbring;that if we khowstaeſeithings; e hall 5 
bel happ if we do them. £1 £555 to Jes $941: {7 


__ »!qFitthlyy This unity and peave ccc in Suren 


ing and agreeing to pray. for, and tou preſs 

hoſc ttuths we do adt k no. The diſeiples ite 

primitive times were oenfrious of / their imperfecti- 
commutd 


bn, and therefore withione accord m 
pra yer and fu plications: If welwere-mote inthe 
Jene: of aur 54 6 igndrance/and i 


We 
Thould-carry.s bettertowardp thoſe — 
us chen we . ſhould abnund more in che fpleit of 
mackneſi and forbeacanet uh thbreby eig 
bring others, or be brought by others, to ττ 
lædge of che truth ee ds got Grid, 
— with Elihu, {joeb; g Tharawhjcb oe 
ou nat, — —— et 


reecthat errod in- many mite  welſhduld 
— ree ogy yfor more wle 


But hare's ous. miſeryid chat ie 10 — 
crire any thing fort truth, but we 
he chair of infallibility imitly ite as tho ini this we 
Duoaold mat ert : hencmit is we ute impatieht HAD 
2cadidtion.! and betome aacharirable-w thoſt that 

_ asc:nojpobthet ſame: mind tut. now a 4 
mat mt wayaniltake>er thatifmip-brother exvinions- | 

ahiagi m err in ther; bill — 

Du, and xogage..us ta preſs after perfeRtion/#acoofs 
apoltle,, Phih- Ag. f 53, U. 
88 count 2 yſelf to have: — 
is on thing [ „or getting theſe th i * 

ac kchind; W * 5 


NS 1 


% 


wee baſotes 1 preſs towards the mark, * | 
ofthe high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus: And ir 
in an ahing ye be other wiſe minded, God ſhall re- 
veal dven. this unto 0. O then. that we could but 
unite and agree to go to God for one another in 
confidence. that he will teach us; and that if any 
bf as want wiſdom, as who of us docg nei? we 
might ask of God, who gives to all men liberally, 
and jughraids no man. Let us, like thoſe people 
ſyalten of in. Iſai, 2. ſay one to another came, Jet 
ua ig de the Lord for he will teach us-of his avs 
Aal we, will walk in he paz 
ni dune be mat and pace mainly tenſion 

nn ofdovs:and:affeftiong- this is the great and 


ge ofalb hriſtians, by this 2 
f Chris diſciples 3 and hence ir is thatilose 
3s Kallecheche grant commantimenit, the mid com- 


mandment, and tho ne. commandaicht; that uch 
anne ded inctbe beginning; and: wilremain 
n gad. vga, and after the: end e p Cor, 13. f. 
Sbagdugincrer fails but whether there be rongues, 
mr — aeihadotbe Lnowledgs, 
2 — snd werfe. 137 And- ng 
mas foich, 4 — z but the gregteſt of 
Welz n cn dat CI. 4. 14: Abouc-atithoke 
| — 2 amcharitꝝ. hi ee e 
D be end of che cummaud- 
| — > xy —— thebefort wi called, 
and has: ai fuperintendency overs 
Monbtieſa, in la ws wakes 
— ven; theyrcome in compriitioa 
Sh ie e aber ca}lthings! therefore hate. ſertcut 
| —— eines; Gor charity govereth's | 
anuitudecot fins;; 12 Pet. 32e lexus therefore hve 
— rt and pcaca md the-God of love and gau N 

Swibes;» cc or vn 10 250 od lng 
Haben may ſo dondet me remember yu in | 

a ee 3 the unity af we 


ſeech eſtaid ue fal one day hve inthe? douition: ofg 
ehurult of the. firſt borii, whofe.nanieb#iarviwriren- 


187 L 


church, is an unity of love and; aſſecttomg and not 
a bare uniformity of practiee and opiaion : 


Thirdly, Having ſhewu det ein this unity cons 


unity and peace; together with the miſchieſs and 
nconveniencies attending thoſe churches where d- 


20 


| TP oy ö * Ws en oN 3 3 
nity and peaee are wanting. 4 v2 16 553% 


- It, Unity and peace is 4 duty well ꝓleaſing to 


* God; whois ſtiled ehe authorof peace, AndmẽjGeaf 
| eonfuſios, in all the churches;- Gad Spirit rejoices 


m the unity of our ſpirits; Buy, om the her hahd, 
where ſtrile uud divifions 4ro;.thote: the ſpirit of 


God is grie ved. Hence ir m!thatithe'apoifle:no- 


| fits, I come to the third general thing ipropoundi.. 
ed, and that is; to ſſieẽC the fruits and benefits of 


ſooner forbids the Rpheſians toi gi do the ſpitĩt of 


God, but he preſentiy ſubjonis 28 aged againſt os 
that evil, that they put away bitterneſs and evils 


| ſpeakits; anch be kind?one te ancthet;'andi tender 


hearted, forpyvint” one another, ev t. God; for 


adh As pity and peace am plafidg'w Gf 
and-c<joict this — xcjoieo'the heart and 
ſfirtrs'of Cet people. Unity andiprice briog 
heaven doweluport earth ell Hence itiis 
the apoſtle” tells 6s,3 Rom 4% 192 Tharitheddngs 
dom of Headen id rot mentcand- drink, but ightes- 
ouſneſa and peace and jay in the Hoh Ghoſt, 


Chriſt's ſak e hathᷣ forgiven) hem, Hph- . 30.32. 


Where unity aud peace at ther a5 v heaven up 


eartł by this wertafts the firſt:ſriiis ob hat 


hem wo all ne to the generab A ſbunbly, dt 


ab hodven, and to: Cod thb jad ig: ofall;-and'nolche 
ſpirits of quſt men made: co „Heben 99. 2:0 \ 
-0 This outward peace ofthechurcti-(ad a learned. 
mam obſerres)Uittills into-pruce of qanfigence;;and 
warns writings and; readings of conmorerſy,v into. 
treatiſes of fortification and de vation: 05% 1517 


BY, 
he a 


4 


___ ofitheomal that 
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1>Abd:the-Bfabniſti.tclls us, it 59ingt-; only. good, 
but pleaſant, for brethren to dwell together in u- 
nay; Plals £35. I. But where unity-aad, peace ae 
Aaming, here rare; forms and traubles : where = 
covy and ſtiſe is; there is eonfuſioꝑ and gyery evil 
work, Jares:3442 6.0 t is the outward prate of the 
—— outward ones and the 
peace of God's houſe gives us ogcaſten to eat our 
m mich Habvefe 3h aur on honſes,, Acts 26. 2. 
20 dy. The ubity and pes ee of he rhutch make 
eommunion nf ſaints: deſireable. What is it that 
itnbitt ers chorch:communien, ando makes it bur- 
_ Urnſome, but diviſions ? Haye 0 not he a many 
oamphim that they are weary of chuteh gemmuni- 
Þx/degauſe of chgreb ο,j en ? bur g. where = 
: — * is; abere Chriſiians long for . 
& Aa- 'yaws 1:4 ySds 28d „% %%% 
— ſaith, that he was lack aher they ſaid 
mn him, Jet us. ga to che houſe of Gods Plal; 2:22. 
1. Mby — becauſe (as ibe — Far' verſe 
us us); m 2; City: scmfd together, 
there the bes went up maker ray pas foyer, Lord, 
40 — ts his name. David ſpeaking 
—— ents let 
unn the benefit of peace ubiy, fal, 55. 
44. We, ſaithirbeyctook favect cbuoſel ige chex, 
and wake tothe; hanſe of God in company. 
Where uniiyas ſtrotig - companion ia ſwecrolt 
<ndimodt Jofireable;): You fee then this peace and 
znion-fillabeprople of God with Aeſir e: aftef com: 
munion ; hũt oi the other bandy cheat how; David 
zomplains;:Plalo-:n200 55 Wo is mel: ſojourn ia 
Aoſech, and this I dwell in the: tears ot Keday, 
The Pfalmiſt here i13hought-to allade go fort of | 
men-that dwelt in the deſarts of, Arabia, that got 
SbeirIrvings:by contention: ; and-therefare he adde, 5 
— That his ſoul had long dwelt with them 
that hated peace + This was that: whiah ole him 


| | EW 
Jong for the; courts of God, and eſteem ene day ia hin 


| houſe better than a. thauſand elſewhem this made | 
bis ſeul eren faint fori the houſe of Hud, becauſe 
of the peace of it:; Bleſſed are they, ſaith he, that 
dwell in thy haufe; they will be. ſtill ꝓraiſit g theę: 
There is a certain dᷣote of concord. ayappears Afs 


2. Where we tead of primitiys Chriſtiana, meetigag 


with ene accord praiſing: God. . Y E 
» 4thly, Where unity and peace are chere many 
miſchiefs and inconveniencies are prevented, which 
attend: thoſe people where: peace: and unity are 
wanting; and of theſe many that! might be, menti: 
oned, E ſtiall brieſſy ãnſiſt upod theſe nie. 2 
1. Where unity and peace are wantig, there is 
much precious time ſpent to na purpoſe z:/how, ma- 
ny days are ſpent, and how many fruitlæis janrnies 
made to no ꝙꝓrofit; where the a at Bt 
peace? how often have many redeemed time (even 
m feed time and harveſt) When then cbuld cc 


afford it, to go to church, and;:by:reaio6niokthgir 


diviſions, come home worſe than theꝝ Ve, nepents - 
ing they have ſpent ſo; much precious time: to ſo 
little beneſit? how ſad is it to ſee men ſpend their 
precious time. in which they ſhould, work out their 
ſalvation, by labouring, as in the fires; to prove as 
uncertaia and doubtful propoſition 3 and to triſle 
away their time, in which they fhould make their 
calling and election ſure, to make: ſurę of an: opl- 
nion, which, when they have done all, are not in- 
= fallibly: certain whether it be true or no, becayle 
all things neceſſary to ſalvation and church comme 
nion are plainly laid down in ſcripture, in which We 
may be iafallibly ſure of the truth of them? hut 
for other things that we have no plain text fon. 
but the truth of them depends upon our interpres. 
tations, we muſt be cautioned, that we do got 
ſpend much time in impoſing them upon or venting 
among others, unleſs: we can aſſume iafallihility; 


%. 
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Stherwiſe ws ſpend time upon uncertainty. Aud 
whoever caſt their eges abtsal, and open their ears 
to inteili U both ſee, and to their ſorrow 
hear, that many churches ſpend moſt of their æimt, 
in jangling aud contending about thofo: things | 
which are neithet᷑ eſſential to falvation or church 
communioa ; fad, which is worke; about ſuch 
doubtful queſtions that they are never able to give 
an infallibla ſolutiom of. But now; where unity 
and peace ae, our time is ſpent in praiſmg God, 
and in thoſe great queſtions, hat ve ſhould do to 
be ſaved :? and: how we may beimbre holy and 
more humble towards God, and more nee 
and: more faroiceable to one another? 
are wanting. third i 
and. evil ſpedking to the damage and 
diſgrace, if aorxonhe'ruining of: one another; Gal. 
$714 4. 757 ; The hole law is fulfilled-in one word, 
thou Jovxahy neighbour as thyfelf; but if ye 
bite and deveur vac another, take heed ye be not 
- ebiifumed one of another. No ſooner is the bond 
of charity broken; uch is as a wall about Chri- 
maus, but ſoon they begin to. make havock and 
df one undther : then there is railing evil re- 
Ports, and taking up evil reports againſt each other: 
- Henecit is that Whiſpering and backbiting proceeds, 
und from-'houſe to hooſe to blaze on the 
ſulte and ĩnſrmities of others: hence it is that ve 
Watch for the haltings of one another, and do in- 
- wardly rejoice at the miſcarriages of others, ſay- - 
ing in our hearts, ah, ah, ſo we would have it. 
But now. Where unity and peace are, there is cha- 
rity; and where charity is, we are willing eo hide 
the faults and cover the nakedneſs, of our brethren. | 7 | 
- haritythioketh no evil, Cor x. 13. 5. And there* Wa 
fore it eannot ſurmiſe, neither will it ſpeak, evil. 
2 3. Where unity and peace are waating; there 
cas be v0 great matters enterptiſed, e cannot do 


* 2. Mhereunixy and peace 
evil 


| 


C 


& 


A F 178. 7 8 2 


8 
5 A'S 
WE. 
1 
: PET, 2. 
3 8 A 5 1 M 
75 ut : 


« 15: 


much for God, nor uct (oroneiandther;i fag 


the devil would hinder ĩhe bringiag ta paſs vf good 


ia aries and churchet, he divides their ebe 


and (as one-well- obſerves) he divides their heads: 


that he may divide their hands. When Jacob' had 
prophe ßed of the eruelty of Simeon and Levi whe 


were brethren, he threatens them with the coe 


quent of it; Gen. 39. ) J will dieide them i Ja- 
cob, and ſcatter them in Iſract. The ideell vis wot 
to leatn that maxim he hath taught the Machta- 


lian of the world, dividt & impera, divide and 


rule; it is an united force that is formidable 


Hence the ſpbufe in the Cantiches is ſaid to be but 
one, and the only one df her mother, Cant. 6796 
Hereupon it is ſaid of ber, vetſe 10. that ſhe 48 ter- 


ribleas an army witk banners. What enn Wdivide® 


army do, or a diſcorded army; that havelofttheir 


bade rs, or for fear or ame / thrownthert awiy ? 
Io ke manner, hat can Chriſtiabs do fot Oh (ah; 
aud che enlarging his deminiohs in the world, ian 


bringing men from darkdefi-tolight; while lHem· 
ſelves are divided and difſordeted?: Peaet W2thi 
Chriſtians, as great rivers are 20 ſome eities N 


(beſides other benefits- and /commodities)-a#&nathr- 


ral fortifications; by reaſon whereof choſe places ard 
made impregnidle; but when, by the ſubtility 6 un 


adverſary, or the folly of the cniæens, 'thefe wa- 


ters come to be divided into little petiy tivulets, 


how ſoen are they aſſaibecꝭ and then? Thus it fures 


with ehurehes, when once the devil, or their-dwn 
folly, divides them, they will be ſo far from xefi- 
ling of him, that they will be ſoon Tubje&ed* by 


Peace is to churches as walls to cities; *azy,20s 
nity hath-defended cities that had no Wals I 
once demanded of Ageſilaus, why Lacedæmom Had 
no walls? He anſwers, (pointing back ts che city 


that the concord of the citizens was the ſti dad 


55341. 10 5Sagmadar nalet at - 


4 


when unity asd pence is among tht churches, then. 
are they like a walled tqwo and when peace is: 
the. ehen wall, ſalvation will 1 her bull- 


- 


„ 


of he city. In likgomanner, Chriſtians are firopg- 


when united; then they ate more capable to reſiſt 
andi to fuccour ſuch as are tempted : 


if 3113 2231835117 : T3335 


bY Plutarch. tells us 6f- one "Silurus that at las 


ſans, whom he calls ro. him as he Jay op his death 


bedʒ and gave : tem · a ſheaf of arrows, thereby to- 
Ggnify, that if they lived in unity, they might do, 
much, but if they divided, they would come to nõ- 


thing. If Cbriſſians were all of one pir cen it they 
were but all one lump, or but one ſhea or bundle. 


how great are the things theꝝ might ds for-Cbrift 


and his, people in the world. whorens,:otherwiles: 


they can do little but diſbonour-and offend him. 
A is reported of the lexiathan, that his frength- 


- is in his ſcales; Job 41. 1, 16, 17. His ſcales are 


his pride, ſhut up. together, as with a cloſe ſeal; 
one is ſo near to another, chat no air can come be⸗ 


tyeen them ; they jois together, they tick toge- 
ther, they cannot be ſundred. If the church of 


God were! united like the ſcales of the leviathan, 


ſpeculation; that would cauſe their ſeparation. 


-; Solomon fait, two are better than one, becauſe, 


if one fall, the other may raiſe bim; then ſurely 


twenty are better than two, and an lundred -are - | 
better thav-twenty, for the · ſame reaſon,. becauſe | 
they are more capable to help one another. If 


ever Chriſtians would do any thing to raiſe up 


the fallen tabernacle of jacob, and to ſtrengthen 


the Weak and comfort the feeble, and to;ferch 


—— that base gone altray, it mf be by 
unit. 


| We read Ef iba men. of Babel, Gen. 11. 6. The 
Lard ſaith, behold, the * are one, &c. Ard 


it would not be every brain ſick notion, nor angry 
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nouſ nethiog will be reſttained from them that they 


done in worldly atchicvements where unity is; and 7 


nity: that muſt pull do u myſtical Babel. Aud U 
the other hand, whert dixiſions are, there is oon 
fuſian:; by this means a Babel hath been | built in 
man, ant} I wiſh - could not ſay truly, that there 


cry out moſt againſtiit. lf e would have ,n 


heard of ſome of the remains of thetBritiſh Chriſti- 


* : [| LI Cy = . 
— 4 ws 2 S S- 4 


M.A 
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a 50 3 ned: unity may well be compared to precious oi, 
Ss Plat. 133. 2. It is the natute of oil to Heaꝶ th 


(()) 


ſhall not reaſon (aſſiſted vgh the motives of ' reli» 
gion) teach us that unity among Chriſtians may en- 

able them to enterprize greater things for Chriſt 27: 
Would not this make ſatan fall from heavtn cke 
lightning? For: as unity built literal Babel, it is U- 


every age: It hath-beenwobſferved by à leamed'! 
is moſt of Babel aud 'canfuſtba- among thoſe that 


to deſtroy Babylon. let's have a heart to unte obe 
among another. n zt Of 25907” 

Our Engliſh! hiſtories tells us, that, after Auſtin! 
the monk had been ſome time in Eoglasd, he 


ans, which he convened to a: place, which Camb- 
den in his Britannia, balls Auſtin's Oak: here they? 
met to conſult about matters oftreligiun but fuck"? 
was their diriſion, by reaſon of Auſtin's impoſid gs? 
ſpirit, (that our ſtories tells us, tai ſynod Was fa. 
mous for this that they only met and did nothing: 
This is the miſchief of diviſions) they Hude H 
doing of much good; and if Chriſtians tliat a d- 
vided, be ever tamous fog dny thing, it fl Bes 
that they have oftenimetetogether, and taſked; e 
this: and that thing butydid nothmg / 29! 2100! 
4: Where unity and peace are wanting there 
the weak are wounded, and the Need are Hard 


which is wounded, and to ſoſten that Which is hard. 


Thoſe that have hardned themſelves aguiaſt- Od 


4 


(:26t)) 
as his people, his they ſhall behold unity and 
peace among them, will ſay, God is in them indeed. 
And, on the other hantl, are they not ready to Tay, 

- when they ſee you divided, That the devil is in 5 
ge you cannot agree 
Diviſions and want of peace, keep coe out hs 
thi church that would cam in, and cauſe 77 to - 
oput-thatare mm. | 4! : FF 
The disiſions among Chriſtians (as a learned! man 
obſetyes) are a ſcandal to the Jews, an opprobris' 
um to the Gentiles, and an inlet to atheiſm and in- 
fidelity. Inſomuch that out controverſies about re- 
ligion (eſpecially as they have been of late mana 
ged) have made religion itſelf become a controver- 
y. O then, how good and pleaſant a thing is it 
for brethren to dwell together in unity! The peace 
and unity among the primitive Chriſtians, drew o- 
thers to them; what hinders the converſion of the 
Jews, but the diviſions SE Chriftians ? Muſt I be a 
Chriſtjan, ſays the Jew? what Chriſtian muſt I be? 
what-ſe& muſt 1 be of? The: Jew (as one notes) 
gloſſing upon that text in Iſai. 11. 6. where it is 
— e 1 that the lion and the lamb ſhall. lye 
= down together, and that there ſhall be none left 
d to bort nor deſtroy in all God's holy mountain; and 
| interpreting theſe ſayings to ſignify the concord and 
peace that ſhall be among the people that owa the 
Meſſiah, do hence conclude, that the Mefhah is not 
yet come, becauſe of the contentions and diviſions 
that are among thoſe: that profeſs him. And the 
apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 14. 23. That if an unbeliever 
ſnould ſee their diſorders, he would ſay they were 
mad; but where unity and peace are, there the 
churches, are multiplied. We read, Acts 9. that 
when: the churches had reſt, they multiplied; and 
Ads 2. 36, 47. when the church was ſerving God 
wih one accord, the Lord N 10 "tage * 
aach 3:wanld be ſared. ban t fr 8: 
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It is unity that brings men into the church, and 


( (<2 


* 


diviſions that bring them out. It is reported of an 


| Indian paſſing by the houſe of a Chriſtian, and 


| hearing them contending, being defired-ro'turn-in, 
be refaſed, ſaying, Habamack dwells there, mean- 


ing that the devil dwelt there; but where unity and | 
peace are, there God is; and he that dwells in love, 


| 0 


' dwells in God. The apoſtle tells the Corinthians, 
that if they walked orderly, even the unbeliever 
| would hereby be enforced to come and worſhip, 
and fay, God was in them indeed. And we read, 


Zech. 8 23. of a time when ten men ſhall take 
hold of a jew, and ſay, we will go with you, for 
Ve have heard that God is with u.. 

And hence it is that Chriſt prays, John 17. 21. 


e were one, that the world might believe the fa - 
ther ſent him; as if he ſhould ſay, you may preach 
me as long as you will, and to little purpoſe; if you 


J 


Vas the unity of Chriſtians in former days; that 


they had many bodies, yet they had but one ſoul. 
And we read the ſame of them, Acts 4. 32. that 
the multitude of them that believed, were of one 
heart and one ſoul; + ib e n iges 

And as the learned Stillingfleet obſerves in his 
Irenicum, The unity and peace that was then a- 
mong Chriſtians, made religion amiable in the 
= Judgment of impartial heathens; Chriſtians were 
then known by the benignity and ſweetneſs of their 


deſcenſion to one another. But either this is not 
are now bound to obſerve) or elſe it is not calcu⸗ 


nn lated for our meridian, where the ſpirit of men are 


that his diſciples might be one, as the Father and 


are not at peace and unity among yourſelves, Such 


the intelligent heathen would ſay of them, that tho? 


"oh 2 1 7 


diſpoſitions, by the candor and ingenuity: of their 
ſpirits, by their mutual Jove, forbearance and con- 


the practice of Chriſtianity, (viz. a duty Chriſtians 


D » 


E 2 


/ 

- C422) } | 
uncharitableneſs, divifions and firife, wrath and en- 
vy, animoſities and contentions, were but the marks 
of true Chriſtians, Diogenes need never light his 
lamp at noon 30 find out ſuch among us; but if a 
ſpirit of meckneſs, gentleneſs and condeſcenſion, 
a ſtooping to the weakneſſes and infirmities of one 
another, a purſuit after peace, when it © flies" from 
us, be the indiſpenſible duties: and characteriſtical 
notes of Chriſtians, it may ꝓoſſibly prove a difficult 
| _ to 6nd out ſuch, fot alb the crowds of thoſe 
chat ſhelter themſelves under that glorious name. 


* to them, and. make Chriſtianity amiable, 
What is propheſied of the church of the jeus, may, 


66.12. That when oner God extends peace to 
her like a river, the Gentiles ſhall come in like a 
„ flowing ſtream; then, añd not till then, the glory 
; of whe Lord ſhall ariſe updii-his charches, and his 
glory ſhall be ſeen among them; then ſhall: their 
Ihearts fear and be enlarged, becauſe the anc: 
"of the nations thall be converted to them. 

B. As want of unity and peace keeps hoſe out iof 
the church that would come in, fo it hinders: the 
growth of thoſe that are in. | Jars and diviſions, 


not the life of :refigion.'- Thefe are thoſe waters 
af Marah, that imbitter our ſpirits, and quench the 
ſpirit of God. Unity and peace are ſaid to be like 
the de of Hermon, and as a dew. that defcended 
upon Sion, where the Lord commanded Naples, 
„ Pſal. 133. 3. 2025 

Divibons run religion = bein ad thorns, 
- gontentions and parties: Miviſions are to churches, 
like wars in countries; where war is, the . 
- ith waſte and untilled, none takes care of it; 

is love that ediſieth, bur diviſion pulleth downs ; by 


a 


At is the unity, and peace of churches that bring 


in this caſe, be applied to the Gentile church, Iſai. 


 wranglings and prejudices, eat out the growth, if 


; ak are as the north eaſt uind to .the- fri uns, 


wt 


„ 6 

which cauſes them to dwindle away to nothing ; 
but when the ſtorms are over, every thing begins 
to grow. When men are divided, they feldom 
ſpeak the truth in love; and then 'no'marvel'they 
grow not up to him in all things, Which is the 
head. „„ e er e e e e , 


It is a ſad preſage of an approaching famine, (as 


one well obſerves) not of bread nor water, but of 


hearing of the word of God, when tlie thin cars of 
corn devour the plump full ones; when''the lean 


kine devour the fat ones; when our controverſies 
about doubtful things, and things of Jeſs moment, 
eat up our zeal for the more indiſputable and: pric- 


tical things in religion which may give us cauſe 
do fear, that this will be'our character, by which 
our age will be known to poſterity, that it was the 
age that talked of religion moſt and loved it the 

| T 
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Look upon thoſe churches where peace is, and 


there ou thall find proſperity: when the churches 

had relt, they were not dy muültiplied, but Walk - 
ing in the fear of the Lord, and the comforts of 
the. Holy Choſt, they were ediffed; it is when the 
whole body is Knit together, as with joints and 


bandi that they inereaſe Zwirh the increaſe of 
God. / 2108-11 1 5 2385, A. tt 145 1 ⁰² £34 iat 8057 8 
= 


He are at a ſtand ſometimes, why there is ſo 
little growth among churches, why meg have been 
ſo long in learning, and are yet ſo far fromatraining 
the knowledge of the truth ; ſome have'pivetrone 
reaſon and ſome another; ſome ſay pride is the 
cauſe, and others ſay covetouſneſs is the cauſe; 1 
with L could tay theſe were:no<cauſes ; but I ob- 
ſerve; that when God entred his 'controverſy with” 
ulis people of old, he mainly inſiſted upon fome dne 
ſia, as idolatry, and ſhedding innocent blood, &c as - 


comprehenſive . of the reſt; not but they were 


af, 


wx 


* 


guilty of other. ſins, but. thaſe that were the mioſt ca- 


(24 ) 
pitaf a are particularly ioſiſted on. In ke wanoer, 
whoever, would bat take a,rgview of churches that 
ve in contentions, and divifiogs, may eaſily, find 
that, breach of unity and charity is their capital ſin: 
and the occaſion of all other; ſins 4 no marvel then 


that the ſeripture ſaith, the whole law is fulfilled in 
love; and if fo; then, where love is wanting, it fol- 
| lows, the whole law is broken. It is where love 


grows cold, that .fin abounds z and therefore. the 
want of unity and peace is the cauſe of that lean · 
neſs and barrenneſs that is among us; it is ttue in 
ſpirituals as well as mee, unt ponent —_ 

1 5 
# Za "Where unity and peace- are , wanting, our 
Prayers are hindered-z.;the promiſe is, that what 


we ſhall agree to aſk, ſhall be given us of our hea · 


vealy Father. No mat zel we ray. and pray, and 
yet are not anſwered; it is bocuate we are nat a- 


1 


greed what to have 4 
It. is reported that the people i in cadherin 
comiag to make; ſupplications to their idol god, 
| ſome of them aſked, for rein.: ant others of them: 
| aſked for fair weather; the; oracle returns them: 
this anſwer, that they ſhould: 20:frſt and-agree a» 


mong themſelves, Would,z heathen gocł re fuſe to: 


anſwer ſuch prayers, in which the ſupplicants were! 
not agreed; and ſhall we think tlie true God will 
anſwer them? | T4 be BY zue E 0 297 3 2 

We ſee then that Briten hinder out pr: me 
and lays a prohibitior on our ſacrifice, It thou 


thy gift to the altar, ſaith Chriſt, and there, 
member that thy brother hath ought againſt thee. 


— thy gift, and go and firſt be reconciled id tliy 
er, and then come and offer it. So that want 
unity and charity Anden. eren our particular | 


pray ers and devotios. 9 28 n 
This hindered the es, add fallinge- * the 


people of * from eee, Ia, * 3. 
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The 8 aſc the reaſon wherefore they falted; 


and God did not ſee nor take notice of them? He 


gives this reaſon, becauſe they faſted for ſtrife and 


debate, andehid their face from their” own fleſh. 


Again, Iſai. 59. the Lord faith, his hand was not 


ſhortned, that he could not fave; nor his ear hea- 
vy, that he could not hear; but their ſins had ſes 
parated between their God and them. And among 
thoſe many fins they ſtood chargeable with, this 


| was none of the leaſt, viz, that the way of peace 
they had not known. You ſee where peace was 


wanting, prayers were hindred, both under the old 
and New Teſtament. 

The ſacrifice of the people, i in Ifai, 65. that ſaid; 
ſtaud further off, I am holier than thou, was s 7 
ſmoke in the noſttils of the Lord. On the other 
hand, we read how acceptable thoſe prayers were 
that were made with one accord, Acts 4. 24. with 
31. they prayed with one accord, and they were 
ail of one heart, and af one ſoul; and fee the be- 
nefit of it, they were ail filled with the Holy. holt, 
and poke the word with all boldueſs; which was 
the very thing they prayed for; 4s appears;verſs 


= 29: and the apoitle exhorts the huſband td UWelP 


withohss wife, that their prayers: might not Be 5 2 ; 


] | dred;-pRets 349; We ſevaben want bf vany? 
= peacez=itherio families or churches, an Kit rx 


4 of Prayers. - SOT Jer Wit 5601 d K1W ak? 271 act's 29277 


e g. dt a diſhonou and diſpars Het to — 


HE thar his faniily bond be dieidedt . xch 45 ry: 


falls ĩnto matiny. and diviſion, iteſtects dbſparasge 
ment on him that has the conduct of it; in like 
manner, the dibiſions of families are h Uſhbnoug 
to the heads, and thoſe that ' govern them And 
ito; then how greatly do we diſnonour out” Lord 


ad governor, who gave his body to be broken 
to keep his church from breaking; who prayed for < 
ates aud unity, and Jeft A at his depire 


= 


£ . ; 
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ting for them for a legacy, even a peace which the 
— could not beſtow upon them? 

9. Where there are peace and unity, there is 4 
ſympathy with each other; that which is the vant 
of one, will be the want of all; who is afficted, 
ſays the apoſtle, and I burn not? We ſhould then 
remember them that are ia bonds, as bound with 
them; and them which ſuffer adverſty, as being 
ourſelves alſo in the body, Heb. 17. 3. But (here 
the body is broken, or men are nat reckoned or e- 
ſteemed of the body, no marvel we ate fo little af- 
feed with ſuch as are afflicted) where diviſions 
are, that which is joy of the one, is the grief of 
another; but where unity, peace and charity a- 
bound, there we thall find Chriſtians mourning with 
them that mourn, and rejoicing with them that re» 
Joice; then they will not envy the proſperity of 
others, nor ſecretly. een at the miſeries or miſe: 
carriages of any. - 18 

Laſtly, I ſhall give e Greftions and mo- 
tives for obtaining peace and unit. 

1. If we would live in peace and unity, 200 
pray for- theme We: are required to ſeek peace: 
of whom;thea:hcan we ſeck it with hopes to hnd its 
bar el him who is a: God of peace, and has ꝓtomi- 

ſed to bleſs his, people with n Gd has: prumiſod 
oF Le his people ane heart, and oat wayd-yet, for 

—. things he will be ſought unto, % 1 

The, peace of ahurehes is what tbe. ipoſtic prays 
of all his opiſtles p ithwhichybis deſire is, that 
grace and peace may be mallipflied and increaſed 
among them, o aden 241 EQ 8 

2. They that would — the peace 5 the 
churches, muſt be - careful- who they commit the 
care and overſight of the churches to; as, firſt (o- 
ver and beſides thoſe, qualifications which ſhould be 
in. all 1 . they that rule ihe church of God, 


be men of e And. . 


WE 
2 


ted to the care of ſuch that pretend to be teachets 
of others, yet underſtand not what they ſay/ or 


- e 
Where an ignorant miniſtry is, commonly 3 
59 


norant people, aceording as it WAS of old, 


prieſts, Rke people: 5 5 * 5 > ig = 79 2 
Hou ſad is it to fee the chureh of God commit 


whereof they Afffrm? No marbel the peace of 
churches is broken, when their watch men Want 


ſkill to preſerve their unity, which of all things 2 
as the church's wall; when they are divided, nd 


wonder they crumble to atoms, if there is no fkil 
fal phyſician to heal them. It is ſad hen there is 
no balm in Gilead, and when there is no phyſicia 
there. Hence it is, that the wounds of ' charches. 
become incurable, like the wounds of God's peo 
ple of old, either not healed at all, or elſe but fligit- 
ly, and to no purpoſe; May it not be ſald of mat 
churches at this day, as God faid of the ehurch 


IIxael, that he ſought for a man amòng them that 
ſhould ſtand in the gape, and make up the vreach, 

baut he found none? 1 e e 

= Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 2. J. This 


prieſt's lips ſhould preferve knowledge; and the 
people ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth'= but wien 
this is wanting, the people will tumble and depait 


from God and one another; Thetefofe '/God*om- 


plains, Hol, 4. ö. that his people were deſtroye®for 


want of knowledge; that is; for want of knowing 


guides; for if the light in them, that teach; beWUnik= 


neſs, how great is that darkneſs'? and if the BHV 


lead the blind, no marvel both fall into the ditch. - 

How many be there chat take upon them to teach 
others, that had need be taught the beginning of 
religion; that inſtead of multiplying knowledge, 
multiply words without knowledge; and inſtead of 
making known God's counſel, darken” counſel by 
words without knowledge? fome do more than 


darken counſel, for they wrelt the eounſel of God; 


; 


* 
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2 pet. 3. 16. In Paul's epiltles are ſome things 
hard tobe underſtood, which they that are unlearn- 
ed and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other 
Leriptures, to their own deſtruction. Some things 
za ſcripture are hard to be known, and they are 
made harder by ſuch unlearned teachers, as utter 
their own notions by words without knowledge. 
None are more bold to take upon them to ex- 

pound the dark myſteries and ſayings of the pro- 
phets and revelations, and the gth of the Romans, 
Which I believe contains Tome of thoſe many things 
Which in Paul's epiſtle, Peter ſaith, were hard to 
be underſtood; 1 ſay, none are more forward to dig 
ig theſe mines, than thoſe that can hardly give 4 
ſound reaſon for the ſirſt principles of religion; 
and ſuch as are ignorant of many more weighty 
things, that are eaſily to be ſeen in the face and 
ſuperficies of the ſcripture. Nothing will ſerve 
theſe but ſwimming in the deeps, when they have 
nat yet learned to wade. thro' the ſhallows of the 
ſcriptures; like the Gnoſticks of old, who thought 
_they knew all things, tho' they knew nothing as 
they ought. And as thoſe Gaoſticks did of old, 
ſo do ſuch teachers of late, break the unity and 
peace of churches. How needful then is it, that, 


if we deſire the peace of churches, we chuſe out 


men of knowledge, who may be able to keep them 
from being ſhattered and ſcattered with every wind 
of doctrine; and who may be able to convince and 
ſtap the mouths of gain-ſayers ? 
3. You muſt not only chuſe men of counſel ; but 
- (Gif you deſign the unity and peace of the churches) 
men of courage to govern them: for as there mult 
be wiſdom to bear with ſome, ſo there mult be con- 
rage to correct others: as ſome muſt be inſtructed 
meekly, ſo others rebuk'd ſharply, that they may 
be ſound in the faith; there mult be wiſdom to re- 
buke ſome with long ſufſcring, and nge to ſup- 
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preſs and ſtop the mouths of others. The-apoltle' 
tells Tus of ſome; whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, 
or; elſe they would. ſubvert whole houſes, Tit. 1. 
II. where this courage: has been wanting, not only 
whole houſes, but whole churches have been ſub- 
verted. And Paul teils the Galatians, that'when - 
he ſaw ſome endeavour to bring the churches into 
bondage, that he did not give place to them no 
not for an hour, &c. Gal. 2. 5. If this courſe had 
been taken by the rulers of churches, their peace 
had not been ſo often invaded by unruly and vain 
talkers . :: „ m rar Donn el 
4. In chuſing men to rule, if you would endea- 
vour to keep'the unity of the ſpirit, and the bond 
of peace theteby, be careful you chuſe mea of 
peaceable diſpoſitions. That which has much an- 
noyed the peace of churches, has been the froward 
and perverſe ſpirits: of the rulers thereof, Solomon 
therefore adviſes, that with a furious man we ſhould + 
not go, leſt we learn his ways, and get a ſnare to 
our ſouls, Prov. 22. 24, 25. And with the froward 


ve learn frowardneſs. How do ſome men's words 


cat like a canker; who, inſtead of lifting up their 
voice like a trumpet, to ſound a parley for peace, 
have rather ſounded an alarm to war and conten- 
tion? if we would live in peace, let us reverence 


their feet that bring the glad ridings of it. O how 
have ſome made it their buſineſs to preach eonten- 
tions, and upon entertaining of every novat opinion 
to preach ſeparation 1 how has God's word been + 
ſtretched and torn, to furniſh theſe men with ar- 


gument to tear churches ? have not our ears heard 


- [theſe texts, that ſay, come out from among them, 
aud be ſeparate, &c. And withdraw from every 
brother that walks diſorderly ? I ſay, have we not 


heard theſe texts, that were written to prevent 


diforder, brought to countenance the greateſt diſ- 
order in the church of God, even ſchiſm and divis 


— 


. 7300 . dk) 
ſign-?-whereas one of theſe-exhortations was writ- - 
ten to the church of Corinth; to ſeparate themſelves; 
from the idols temple, and: table, which many of 

them lived in the participation of,; notwithſtanding 1 
their profeſſion of the true God; a8 appears, 2. Coe; 
6. 16, 17. compared with's Cor. B. 7. 1 Cor. 10 
14, 20, 22. and not for ſome. members, who ſhall 
make themſelves both judges and parties to ſepa- 
rate, when, and as often as they pleaſe, from the. 
whole congregation and church of God where they 
ſtaod related: for, by the ſame rule, and on the 
ſame ground, may others ſtart ſome new queſtions. 
among theſe new; ſeparatiſts, and become judges 
of the communicableneſs of them, and thereupon 

make another ſeparation: from theſe, till at laſt two 
be. not leſt to walk together. And for - fer other 
text, mentioned 2 Theſſ. 3.-9:where Paul exhorts | 
the church of Theflalonica to withdraw themſelves 
from every- brother that walks diforderly ; i won- - 
der that any ſhould bring it to juſtify their ſepara» 
tion,; or withdrawing from the communion of a true 
(tho? a diſorderly) church. For, 1. Conſider: that 
this Was not nit for a few: members to withdraw 
trom the church, but for the church ta withdraw 
from. diſorderly. members: 25 conſider that if any 
offended membei, on pretence oſ error either in 
doctrioe or. practice, ſhould, by. this text, bæcomie 
judges (as well as parties) of the grounds and.law-. 
fulneſs of their ſeparation, then it would follow, 
that half a ſcore notorious hereticks, or ſcandalous 
livers (when they have walked Jp as they foreſee 
the church-are ready to deal with, and withdraw & 
from, them) ſhall anticipate the church, and-pre- 
tend ſomewhat againſt it, of which themſelves 
molt be judges, and ſo withdraw. from it, pretend” 
ing either hereſy or diſorder ; and then concemn Wl 
the church, to prevent re of being con- 
demned by it. "HOW pcedful then 1 is it, thar men 


4 


ok pesceble diſpoſitions, and not of factions and di- 
g viding ſpirits, be choſen to rule the church of God, 


5 leſt it be leavened and ſowred by them! 3 
og 5. As there muſt be care uſed in chuſing men to 
1 rule the church, ſo we. muſt conſider that there 
3 are many things darkly laid down in Aeripture; 
* this will temper our ſpirits: and make us live in 
e peace and unity the more firmly in things wherein 
1 we agree; this will help us to bear one another's 
y burthen, and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt, in as much 
. as all things neceſſary to ſalvation and church · com- 
ns munion are plain in ſcripture. And where thmys 
= þ are more darkly laid down, we ſhould conſider that 
«4 . God intended hereby to ſtir up our diligence, that 
veg we might increaſe our knowledge, and not our di- 
5 viſions : for it may be ſaid of all diſcoveries of truth | 
ts we haxe made. in the ſcriptures, as it is ſaid of the 
es globe or the carth, that tho wen have made great 
. icarches, and thereupon great diſcoveries, yet there 
"IN is ſtill a terra incognita, an unkbown land; fo there 


us upon farther ſe 75 enquiry, and keep us 
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122 us to 4 an deportment tows thoſe 
that differ? N 

6. If we would endeavour | peace and 5. bee we 
mult conſider how God has tempered the body, 
that ſo the comely parts ſhould not ſeparate from 
the unedmely, as having no need of them ; 1 pet 
12. 12.—25. There are in Chriſt's body a 
houſe, ſome members and veſſels leſs Posur Sie, 
2 Ti im. 2. 20. and therefore we ſhould not, as 
now days, pour the more abundant diſgrace, 
inſtead of putting the more abundant honour upon 
them ; ; did we but . conſider this, we ſhould be co- 
vering the weakneſs, and hiding the miſcarriages of 
one-another, becauſe we are all members of one 
another, and the moſt NING member i in its place 
ulefy, 2 
7. If we would live in peace, let us remember 
our relations to God, as children to a father, and 
0 each other as brethren. Will not the thoughts 
that we have one father quiet us, and the thoughts 
that we are brethren unite us? it was this made 
Abrabam propoſe terms of peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 
let there be no ſtrife between us, for we are bre- 
theren. And we read of Moſes( As 7. 26. )uſing this 
argument. to reconcile thoſe that ſtrove together, 
And to ſet them at one again, Sirs, ye are brethren, 

Why do ye wrong one another? A deep ſenſe. of 
this, that we are brethren, would keep. us from 
dividin 
1 8-1f we we would preſerve peace, let us mind the ide 
gifts, graces, and virtues that are in each other; 
Jet theſe be more in our eye than their failings and 
imperfections. When the apoſtle exhorted the 
Thilippians to peace, as : means hereunto, that ſo the 
peace of G | might rule io their hearts, he tells 
== Chap. 4. 8. That, if there were any virtue 
or any praiſe, they ſliould think of theſe-thingd. 
While we are * expoſing the faults of one 
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another: and ſpreading their infirmities, no marvel 


we are ſo little in peace and charity; for as charity 


covers a multitude of ſins, ſo malice covers a mul- 


tidue of virtues, and makes us deal by one another, 
as the heathen perſecutors dealt with chriſtians, 
viz. put them in bear- ſlins, that they might more 
cally. become a prey to the dogs deligned to de- 
nl ng cont eabaoma -n . 
9. If Wwe would keep unity and peace, let us lay 
. aſide provokipg and dividing language, and forgive 
-thoſe that uſe it. Remember that old ſaying, 
evil words corrupt good manners. When men think 


to etry. all afore them, with ff peaking uncharitably 


l ang.,dilgracefylly of their brethr en, or their opi- 


nions 3 may not ſuch be anſwered, as Job anſwered 


his uefriendly, viſitants, Chap, 6. 25. ho forcible 
are tight words? but what do your arguings re- 
proye? ho healiog are words fitly ſpoken? a 


Word in ſeaſon, how good is it? if e would, ſeek 


peace, let us clothe all our treaties for peace with 


| - acceptable words; and-whers one word may better 
| -do-uhan.apether, let that. be uſed to cxprefs per- 


ſous or things by; aufl let us not, as Jome do, call 
Ar terer praftices e bie e nn. 
and their ar ene dogtrines af deyils, 


and ihe doctrine, of Balaam, . who taught fornicati- 


. Such language as this has. (krapgely divided 


_ - our. ſpirits, and hardened. our hearts one towards 71 


om 122 247 ut: en try 8 . 
0 If we would live in peace, let us make the 
beſt conſtruction pf one anather's words and actiops 
Charity judges the belt, and it thinks no evil. 


If words and actions may be well conſtrued, let us 


vever put an ill conſtruction upon them: how much 
- Has the peace of chriſtians: been broken by. vnchg= 


Titable interpreting words and actions? as fomE lay 


to the charge of others, what they never ſaid, ſo, 


cis 3 


by ſtraining men's words, others lay totheir charge 
that they never thouglit. 

11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe chat God, 
by his providence, has ſet over you; this is a great 
means to preferve the unity and peace of churches; | 
but when men (nay ſometimes women) ſhaltuſurp 
"authority, and think themſelves wiſer than their 
teachers, no wonder if they run into contentt- 
ons and parties, and ſay, they are nor free to hear 
thoſe whom the church thinks fit ts ſpate to them, 
This is the firſt ſtep to ſchiſin, andi is often atten- 
"ded with a ſinful ſeparation.” 77709 097 17 

12. If you would keep the nnity of the gie ie in 
the bond of peace; be mindful; that the God whom 
"you ſerve is a God of peace, aid your faviour is a 
prince of peace; that his ways are pleaſantneſs, 
ad all his paths are peace; that Chriſt was ſent: to 

give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and'in the 
ago of death, and to guide our: feet · in the way 
of peace. 121 2.5 "+6, 3143 TUO 3:6 27 515 29 151 359 
Iz. Conſſdeß the abel . ſpirit among the e- 

nemies of relpion f t. ugh they differ about ether 
things, yet they all 2 rec to perſeeute and extir 
pate rel vr of ite earth; the derils in ti 
Air, in the earth, in Hell, and il he world, de Al 
make one at this türg. Shall che- devil's kingdom 
; be e united, arid Chrilt's be divided? shall. the. de · 
vils join to we on the defign® of damning men, 
" and Chriſtians nôt unte to carry n the 'prcat de- 
bega of ſaving of them? Shall the papilts agree coO0ſ 
carry on their intereſt, notwithſtänding the multi- 
"tades of orders, degters and Wekette ese amodg | 
Z „them! ? And ſhali nor rhofe that eat "themſelvts 
"Reformed Chyrclits,” unne to carry on Ahe coch- 
mon intereſt of Chriſt in the wotid! notwithſtand- 
10g ſome petty and diſpatadle differendes among 
them? Quarrels abou religion, (às one obſerves) 
vere Ens not i named? among the Getalles? Wat 
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a ſhame is it then for Chriſtians to abound in them 
eſ-ecciaily conſidering the nature of the Chriſtian 
religion, and whit large provifjons the author of 
it has made to keep its profeſſors in peace? Inſo- 
much that it is next to a miracle, that ever any 
(eſpecially the profeſſors of i) ſhould fall out a- 
- bout it: 12 OE 
14. Conſi der and ae hs; the 15 
ſtands at the door; let this moderate our ſpirits, 
that the Lord is at hand. What a ſad account 
. will they have to make whe! he comes that ſhall 
3 be found to ſmite their fellow ſervants, and to 
make the way to his kingdom narrower than ever 
n - - he made it? Let me cloſe all in the words of St. 
by Paul, 2 Cor: 13. 11. Finally, -brechren, farewell, 
85 0 perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace, 1 the God of _ agd: ſs ſhall 
be with N A * 3445 Fi 
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Fader, chooght —_ to bt WR thes; mt 
F have delivered this to thy hand, in the ſame 
Ade and method in Which it was preacbed, and, 
almoſt, in the fame words, without any diminiſh- 
' Ings; or conſiderable enlargiags, ' unlefs-it be in the 
fourteen laſt particulars; upon ſome of which l 

"Have made ſome enlargements, which 1 could not 
then do for want of time; but the ſubſtance of e · 

very one of them was then laid do un in the fame 

: — order as here thou haſt them. And now 

I have done, I doubt not (to uſe the words of a 
moderate man on the like occaſion) it will fare with 
me, as it doth commonly with him that parts a 
fray; both parties may perhaps drive at me for 
wiſhing them no worſe than peace: my ambition 
of the public tranquillity of the church of God, 
1 hope, will carry me through theſe hazards; 
Jet both beat me, ſo their quarrels ceaſe, I ſhall 
'Fejoice in the blows and ſcars I ſhall take for the 
church's . 
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be paſt with him rn. 1 this Lata . 
IS ended, 


The Signs alſo by which ſuch iniferable 
Mortals may be known, 


| By JOHN BUNYAN. 


To which is added, 


His Exh to Peace and 
Unity among all that fear Gd. 
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